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Bringing the Salmon Home: 
The Columbia River Salmon 

Reintroduction Initiative 
is the innovative Indigenous-led 

collaboration of the Syilx 
Okanagan, Secwépemc and 

Ktunaxa Nations, Canada and 
British Columbia. For more than 

80 years, salmon have been 
blocked by dams from returning to 

the upper Columbia region. 
 

Salmon are central to Syilx, 
Secwépemc, and Ktunaxa well- 

being, culture, spirituality, 
sustenance, and livelihoods. The 

loss of salmon in the upper 
Columbia River Basin has impacted 

and continues to affect the 
Aboriginal Rights and Title and 

interests of our Indigenous 
Nations.

 

Reintroducing salmon is a 
foundation of cultural strength and 
renewal. Our three Nations uphold 

our sacred responsibilities to 
reintroduce the salmon, continuing 
to work with Tribal relations in the 
USA and other stakeholders and 

allies along the river.
 

This work unites us in a shared 
vision and commitment to work 

together to bring the salmon home 
to the upper Columbia for the 

benefit of our people, the water, 
the land and all living beings.

Youth Salmon Warriors Gathering participants, Columbia River headwaters, Canal Flats, BC

We have come to the headwaters of the mighty Columbia River 
from our strong Secwépemc, syilx Okanagan, and Ktunaxa Nations
where we have created true connections and honour one another.

 

We are here as salmon’s witness.
 

Our sacred relative has been gone from these waters for too long, 
but even still, their spirit is here because we are here, 

and we will never stop fighting for their right to come home.

These powerful words open the Youth Salmon Warriors Statement
created by young people from the Secwépemc, syilx Okanagan,
and Ktunaxa Nations as part of their historic tri-Nation gathering in
late August 2022 at the headwaters of the Columbia River. 

For five days, 21 young people from the three Nations gathered
together for the first annual Bringing the Salmon Home~Youth
Salmon Warriors Gathering. 

The young people were supported by elders, knowledge keepers
and leaders from each of the Nations. 
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Youth Salmon Warriors Gathering 2022



“You know, our languages 
aren’t extinct – they’re 
sleeping, and they’re 
waking up. And our salmon 
aren’t extinct from the 
Columbia River – they’re 
coming home.”

~Martina Escutin, Ktunaxa 

Respectfully returning the salmon remains to the river
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Creative facilitators Sofia Terbasket-Funmaker and Xastitk   Michel
used IndigenEYEZ processes to guide the young people in building
strong connections with each other and the salmon.

“We created connections that we didn’t know we were going to
make. We’ve made friendships we didn’t know we were going to
make. And, for the future, those connections are what are going to
bring back the salmon, what’s going to bring back our culture,
what’s going to bring back our language, what’s going to bring
back everything," reflects syilx Okanagan Nation member Morgan
Rashke.

It’s been more than 80 years since salmon, blocked by dams, have
returned to the source of the river. As part of their journey to bring
salmon home, the young people learned how to can Columbia
River-Okanagan sockeye salmon provided by the syilx Okanagan
Nation. 

And then, in a deeply moving ceremony, they returned the salmon
remains to the river.
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This first Youth Salmon Warriors Gathering was a powerful 
success, and opens the way for annual gatherings going forward.

We are standing up for our salmon and we are raising our voices 
for the people to hear: 

 

Put aside politics and keep our salmon and us young people 
at the centre because we can show you the way. 

 

Because we are walking forward with the truth in our hearts 
that our salmon are coming home.

 
Download and share the Youth Salmon Warriors Statement 

from our website at ColumbiaRiverSalmon.ca

“You don’t have to be a
fish biologist to be a 
salmon warrior, or be at 
the front lines to be a 
salmon warrior.

There’s different ways and 
streams and rivers you can 
go down to become a 
salmon warrior.”

~Jade Montgomery- 
Waardenburg, Syilx 
Okanagan 

Original illustration by Ktunaxa artist Marisa Phillips
for Bringing the Salmon Home: The Columbia River Salmon Reintroduction Initiative
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THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO MAKING

THIS GATHERING SUCH A SUCCESS!

The Youth Salmon Warriors Gathering was coordinated by our
Bringing the Salmon Home Outreach & Engagement Organizer
team: Troy Hunter, Carrie Terbasket, Valerie Michel, and Teresa
Marshall.

The organizers would like to thank all of the participants, their
parents, the Elders, knowledge keepers, and leaders and
facilitators who provided their support during the camp including:
Alfred Joseph, Tricia Manuel, Kúkpi7 Barb Cote, Nasuʔkin Joe
Pierre, Mark Thomas, Vickie Thomas, Lillian Rose, Sofia Terbasket-
Funmaker, Xastitk   Michel, Kelly Terbasket, Pauline Terbasket, 
 Deb Crow, Sheri Womacks, Jon Leonard, and Michael Zimmer.

Deep gratitude also to the Ktunaxa, Secwépemc and syilx
Okanagan Nations, and IndigenEYEZ for their generous financial
and in-kind support; Columbia Power Corporation for its donation;
Legend Logos for speedy t-shirt printing; Sonya Morigeau (SMOR
Productions) for drone footage; Emily Slobodzian and Faro
Burgoyne, our hosts at the beautiful off-grid Raven’s Nest Resort &
Campground near Fairmont Hot Springs; and ʔAkisq'nuk First
Nation for the use of their Rec Centre to can salmon and share
stories.

Lim̓ləm̓t / Hu sukiⱡquknaⱡaʔni / Kukstemc
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CALL TO YOUNG PEOPLE! 
 Youth Salmon Warriors Gathering 

June 22-28, 2023 
*Ages 19-30. Columbia River location TBA

Spaces are limited. Sign up now! 
Contact your Nation Outreach & Engagement Organizer:

 

Secwépemc - Valerie Michel
 crt@shuswapnation.org

 

syilx Okanagan - Carrie Terbasket
 cterbasket@gmail.com

 

Ktunaxa - Troy Hunter
 TroyD.Hunter@ktunaxa.org

“The youth are strong 
and we have a lot of 
perseverance. And this 
knowledge that we’ve 
learned we’ll continue to 
integrate throughout our 
lives.” 

~Nikeshia Harry, 
Secwépemc 
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Documentary in the works! 

Bringing the 
Salmon Home
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WORKING GROUPS: BRINGING THE SALMON HOME

The Executive Working Group has prioritized ensuring that the 
Bringing the Salmon Home initiative is renewed for three more 
years to March 31, 2025, and securing the governments' additional 
commitment to implement a plan to make this as an enduring and 
sustainably funded Indigenous-led initiative beyond 2025. Stay 
tuned for more news on this to come. 

The Indigenous Knowledge Counsel has been founded to provide 
guidance to all of this initiative's activities. The IKC is shaping their 
workplan and priorities going forward. 

The Implementation Team provides oversight for putting the Letter 
of Agreement into action. The IT provides direction to the 
Management Team and Technical Working Group, and makes 
recommendations to the Executive Working Group.

The Technical Working Group has three core technical studies 
underway, each led by one of the Indigenous Nations, and is 
working to share information and collaborate with US Tribes under 
the transboundary One River principle.

The Communications Advisory Group and the Nation-based 
Outreach & Engagement Organizing Team are responsible for 
outreach within and across the three Indigenous Nations, and to 
other audiences. This includes producing the online Bringing the 
Salmon Home Festival every May, events such as the Salmon 
Warriors Gathering, public webinars, the ColumbiaRiverSalmon.ca 
website , social media, and multi-media resources.

The Management Team provides support to all of the working 
groups, communications, fundraising and coordination of grants 
and budgets, and financial administration and reporting.  

Team building, Youth Salmon Warriors Gathering 2022

SAVE THE DATE!
 

BRINGING THE SALMON 
HOME FESTIVAL 

May 2-3, 2023 online
ColumbiaRiverSalmon.ca

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Ktunaxa 
 
 
 Jason Andrew 
 TBA

 Marty Williams 
 Vickie Thomas

 Vickie Thomas
 Misun Kang

 Misun Kang, TWG Co-Chair 
 Ben Meunier 

 
 Troy Hunter

 
 Troy Hunter
 TroyD.Hunter@ktunaxa.org

 Secwépemc 
 
 
Mark Thomas, EWG Chair 
 Kukpi7 Barb Cote

 Fred Fortier 
 TBA

 Murray Ross 
 Adam Neil

 Adam Neil
 Rhiannon Kirton 
 

 Valerie Michel

 
 Valerie Michel
 crt@shuswapnation.org

 Syilx Okanagan 

 
 Chief Keith Crow 
 Chief Byron Louis

 Chad Eneas, IKC Chair 
 Dixon Terbasket

 Rosalie Yazzie, IT Chair 
 Jay Johnson

 
 Herb Alex
 Richard Bussanich

 
 Tara Montgomery 
 Marc Griebel

 Carrie Terbasket
 cterbasket@gmail.com

INDIGENOUS NATIONS REPRESENTATIVES 
BRINGING THE SALMON HOME INITIATIVE

Bringing the Salmon Home Secretariat 
Hosted by Okanagan Nation Alliance

 Pauline Terbasket, Management Team
 Carla Hunt, Admin Coordinator

 

ColumbiaRiverSalmon.ca

Executive Working Group

Indigenous Knowledge Counsel

Implementation Team 

Technical Working Group

Communications Advisory Group

Outreach & Engagement Organizers


