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K•a‰u –k  ‚upqa  (2016)
–a t  K‰ in‡a‰axunamn i  ‚upqa

November ,  when  deer  ru t

Photos from the 
Territory 

Lands and Resources Welcome Megan 

Heathfield - Regulatory Engagement 
Coordinator 

Megan Heathfield (BA, RPCA) has been hired as the Regulatory Engagement  
Coordinator. Megan’s education and professional background is in both archaeology 

and project management.  She has been working in the region since 2006 and has had 

the opportunity to work together with a number of KNC citizens and representatives on 

various projects throughout Ktunaxa –amak–is.   

Megan will be responsible for ensuring coordination between KNC (including CCRIFIC) 
staff and Contractors in reviewing and responding to provincial and federal  
Environmental Assessment and permitting applications. Megan will also be responsible 
for coordinating KNC involvement in the MMPO Engagement Process, including the 
SEA Subcommittee. Megan’s phone contact information is located on page 6 if you 
would like to contact her or you can email her at mheathfield@ktunaxa.org.  

Lands and Resources 
Sector Council: 

 Chair - Sandra Luke
Lower Kootenay

 Jim Whitehead
–a“am

 Jason Gravelle
Tobacco Plains

 Lorne Shovar
–akis“nuk

Golden Larches, all in 

their fall beauty 

Snowberries and 

raindrops  
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Ktunaxa Cultural Workshop 
On October 26, 2016, Ktunaxa Nation Council hosted a cultural workshop at the KNGB - 
primarily for BC Provincial staff - with the overall objective to share Ktunaxa history, 
where we are at today and where we see ourselves in the future. The purpose of the 
workshop was to:  
 Increase understanding of Ktunaxa Nation amongst Provincial government staff;

Strengthen the relationship between Ktunaxa Nation and the province of BC;
Build further opportunity for dialogue between BC and Ktunaxa Nation staff and;
Develop concrete actions to advance reconciliation between Ktunaxa Nation and the
Province.

The workshop was facilitated by KNC’s CAO – Darrin Jamieson and had numerous 
Ktunaxa presenters including Kathryn Teneese, Margaret Teneese, Ray Warden, Bonnie 
Harvey, and Sophie Pierre.  Presenters shared their perspectives and stories that  
showcased who the Ktunaxa were, who we are today and our vision for the future.  The 
afternoon offered an opportunity for breakout sessions to encourage safe and open  
dialogue about reconciliation and what it means on an individual and working level.  The 
workshop attracted over 100 participants including about 25 Ktunaxa leadership, citizens 
and staff, and staff from 11 Provincial Ministries across the Province including staff from 
Victoria, Nelson, Kamloops and Cranbrook.  Also in attendance were 5 RCMP officers.   

The day was small step forward in relationship building between the Province and 
Ktunaxa and beginning to move forward in reconciliation.  It is clear that more of these 
opportunities are required to build understanding, knowledge and true collaboration 
moving forward, for future generations.   

“My favorite sections were Sophie’s presentation and the creation stories that were 
shared.  I gained perspective & understanding for the Ktunaxa Nation.  It was very  
inspiring and motivating to learn more about Ktunaxa culture and beliefs.  The only  
suggestion I have would be to have more of these.”    

“I appreciate Ktunaxa citizen’s personal stories and their openness to share”.   

“I appreciated the opportunity to learn about Ktunaxa culture, history and language.  So 
much food for thought and to put into practice whether it is at work or home.  Thankyou!” 

Environmental Field Skills Certificate Program 
From October 13th - November 4th twelve Ktunaxa participants took part in the Essential 

Field Skills Certificate Program at the College of the Rockies. This intense three week 

course saw all participants successfully qualifying as Environmental Technicians - and 

able to conduct environmental monitoring for mining, hydro-electric, oil and gas, forestry, 

road construction and other industrial programs and projects.  

The first two days were spent in the Aboriginal Gathering Place at the College in a 

Ktunaxa Cultural Perspective Session. There were many great presenters, such as Elder 

Herman Alpine, Bonnie Harvey, Kathryn Teneese, Megan Heathfield, Chris Luke Sr, 

Chad Luke, Ray Warden, Margaret Teneese, Jim Clarricoates, John Cathro, Kerri  

Garner, Natasha Burgoyne, and Lillian Rose.  These individuals spoke about the  

importance of the Ktunaxa Creation Story, Ktunaxa Governance, Ktunaxa Archaeology, 

Qat’muk, Ktunaxa Lands Stewardship, Cross Cultural Awareness, Ktunaxa Fisheries, 

and the Ktunaxa –aknusti Program. This was a great start to the program, and  

emphasized why we need Ktunaxa Environmental Technicians out on the land - to help 

protect our lands now and in to the future.  

Ktunaxa Lands & Resources Newsletter and Updates 

Sophie Pierre Presenting at the 

Ktunaxa Cultural Workshop  

Ktunaxa participants learning 

how to use the Electro Fishing 

Backpack 

Bonnie Harvey presenting at the 

Ktunaxa Cultural Workshop 
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Ktunaxa participants with  

Instructor Darren Electro Fishing 

in Joseph Creek 

Ktunaxa participants laying a  

sediment control blanket at the 

–a“am Gravel Pit

The first week was Electrofishing Certification; students learned about electrofishing 

safety gear and also how to record their findings. On Wednesday the students spent 

half of the day with Cathy Conroy - Ktunaxa Terrestrial Biologist, practicing how to 

measure, classify, and describe stream habitats.  The other half of the day was spent 

Electrofishing in the Joseph Creek. All students practiced their backpack electrofishing, 

which means they lightly shocked the fish, capturing them with nets, then transferred 

them to containers for recording.  While in containers, students identified fish species, 

and recorded the fish sizes and numbers of each species. At the end of week one all 

students became certified crew members, and some qualified as certified supervisors.  

All participants can now use their certification and skills to electro fish when needed, 

for example if a new culvert was installed in a fish-bearing stream, the portion of the 

stream that required work could be isolated and cleared of fish using electro fishing.  

During week two, students split into smaller groups and set up weather stations which 

they monitored throughout the week. They focused on observing environmental  

aspects such as rainfall, temperature, wind direction and cloud cover. Students then 

combined the data and compared the information collected from each station. This 

week also focused on skills such as map-reading, using a compass and GPS, and 

measuring slopes and trees heights using a clinometer. Students were then able to 

apply their skills to conduct Photo-Point Monitoring at Fort Steele along the Wildhorse 

River.  During this exercise they took photos of damaged or modified areas, recording 

the exact locations according to GPS and compass readings. The overall purpose of 

this type of monitoring was to collect data from exact locations, including photos, so 

that monitoring could be conducted at some time in the future at the exact same spot.  

This permits monitors or other professionals to clearly see changes that occur over 

time at a site that is of concern. 

The final week students learned to identify species and record data on different aspects 

of vegetation, including estimated coverage of plants in vegetation plots and  

quadrants, recording wildlife use along a transect. The students went to the Cranbrook 

Community Forest near Fraggle Rock to conduct plant identification and vegetation 

plots and quadrants. The next day they went out to the –a“am gravel pit surrounding 

areas and recorded wildlife, identified plants, and estimated the coverage of different 

species along a transect. On Thursday they returned back to the gravel pit and learned 

about erosion and sediment control. Students installed rolled erosion control blankets, 

straw wattles (a tube-shaped roll of organic materials), and sediment fencing. The final 

day students were able to pick their own groups and create a work day that consisted 

of different practices they learned throughout the three weeks and record their findings. 

All groups picked different locations and conducted surveys such as: wildlife habitat 

assessment, plant identification, bird watching/listening, and timber cruising. Each 

group then handed in their field note books to the instructor and presented to the class 

what they had learned.  

The instructor was very pleased with the work done by all of the participants throughout 
the whole course, and was impressed with how well the students recorded the  
information collected in their field notes books. Each participant successfully  
completed this three week course! A huge thank-you goes out to the presenters on the 
first two days, the Ktunaxa Education and Employment Sector, the Traditional 
Knowledge and Language Sector, the Ktunaxa Lands and Resources Sector and the 
College of the Rockies for making this course happen.       

Ktunaxa Participants learning how 

to measure tree heights  



Columbia River Tribal Leadership Meeting 

On November 9th and 10th, several KNC staff and Leadership travelled to Spokane, Washington to meet 
with Indigenous Leaders from eighteen Nations throughout the Columbia River Basin. The KNC are 
engaged in discussions around issues in the Columbia River Basin, inducing the Columbia River Treaty, 
with the Province of British Columbia, the Government of Canada, as well as other Indigenous 
Governments who live in and govern areas within the Columbia River Basin.  

There were many topics presented and discussed at this meeting, with focus on working together around 
the Columbia River Treaty. Representation from the Ktunaxa Nation Council included Councillor Sandra 
Luke, Chair of the Lands and Resources Council, Councillor Bob Luke, Chair of the Economic Sector 
Council, and Councillor Dan Gravelle, representing Tobacco Plains.  

The KNC will be holding a Columbia River Treaty Workshop for citizens on December 7th. We hope to 
provide information on our engagement in this issue to date, and have discussions about next steps. 
More details about this workshop will be sent out soon. If you are interested in participating, please 
contact Patricia Gilhuly (contact information on page 6).  

To the left we have Patricia 
Gilhuly taking important 
notes from the Columbia 
River Tribal meeting. To 
the right we have Sandra 

Luke, Bob Luke and Nicole 
Kapell who are 

representing the KNC at 
the Columbia River Tribal 
meeting. Below we have 
Councillor Sandra Luke, 
Councillor Bob Luke and 
Councillor Dan Gravelle 
taking in some important 
words from other Tribal 

Leaders. 
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Ktunaxa Word Search 

Twenty- –aywu  Forty- xa—ƒanwu 
Sixty- –inmisanwu  Five- yi—ku 

Nine- qayki•wu Four- xa—ƒa 
 Thirty- qa‰sanwu  Seventy- wis•a‰a‹wu 

Two- –as  Ten- –i•wu 
(words can be found forward, backwards and diagonally) 

– n u k t a – s u k — 
i h w x a — ƒ a u u – 
n k n w ƒ h q p w n i 
m p a n w n x ‹ n ‡ • 
i — ƒ a s – a s a u w 
s ‡ — ƒ h ‰ x u s w u 
a u a — a s m ‰ ‰ y ‹ 
n k x • u x h u a a x 
w — s x ƒ q s m q – a 
u i w q h n m i x w h 
w y q a y k i • w u s 
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Lands and Resources KNGB:  

1-250-489-2464 

Ray Warden, Director - Ext. 3121 

Denise Walker, Executive Assistant 

- Ext. 3120 

Nicole Kapell, Environmental & 

Archaeology Stewardship Manager 

- Ext. 3123 

Denine Milner, Manager, Strategic 

Initiatives - Ext. 3125 

Craig Paskin, Manager Policy and 

Planning - Ext. 3124 

Jose Galdamez, GIS Technician  

- Ext. 3122 

Kerri Garner, Manager Lands 

Stewardship - Ext. 3115 

Alison Burton, Qukin –amak–is 

Stewardship Coordinator  

- Ext. 3190 

Danielle Gravelle, Lands Guardian  

- Ext. 4026 

Melanie Manuel, Archaeology 

Guardian - Ext. 4027 

Catherine Conroy, Terrestrial 

Biologist - Ext. 4033 

Vickie Thomas, Agreements 

Coordinator-Ext 4034 

Megan Heathfield, Regulatory 

Engagement Coordinator- Ext. 

4027 
Community Lands and Resources 
Stewardship Assistants (LRSAs):  
Bonnie Harvey (–a“am)   
1-250-426-5717 Ext. 3522 
Chad Luke (Lower Kootenay)  
1-250-428-7960  
Dan Gravelle (Tobacco Plains)  
1-250-887-3461 Ext. 3412 
Nevada Nicholas (–akis“nuk) 
1-250-342-6301 Ext. 3815

     Contact us at: 

For the latest news and 

events please visit us at: 

www.ktunaxa.org 

Like us on Facebook: 

Ktunaxa Nation Lands and 

Resources 

The Mandate of the Ktunaxa Lands 

and Resources Agency is to ensure 

that the lands and resources within 

the Ktunaxa Territory are effectively 

managed and protected for the bene-

fits of the citizens, communities and 

government of the Ktunaxa Nation.  

- Lands Sector Mandate 
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