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Elder’s tour section of  

Trans Canada Trail  

  k u q̓ u k u p k u  2 0 1 7  

J u n e  2 0 1 7  

R i p e n i n g  o f  S t r awb e r r i e s  

Elder’s Advisory Committee tours Trans 

Canada Trail near Wardner 
 

 On May 8
th
 KNC Lands and TKL staff accompanied the 

Ktunaxa Nation Elders Advisory Committee on a tour of the 

Wardner and Mayook area, along a section of the Trans Can-

ada Trail, which has recently been completed. Lillian Rose and 

others at TKL have been working with the Trail Society and 

others to fund, develop and produce Ktunaxa language and 

cultural information signs on the section of the trail between 

Cranbrook and Wardner. 

 During the tour, elders and staff discussed possible top-

ics and information to include on the signs - and they looked 

at a lot of plants!  Signs will be produced and unveiled on 

Aboriginal Day—June 21st. 

 For more information about the Trans Canada Trail sign-

age project, contact Lillian Rose at 250-489-2464 ext. 4041. 

 

 

 

Lands & Resources  
Sector Council: 

Sandra LukeSandra LukeSandra Luke   (Chair) (Chair) (Chair)    
Lower Kootenay Lower Kootenay Lower Kootenay    

Jason Gravelle Jason Gravelle Jason Gravelle    
Tobacco PlainsTobacco PlainsTobacco Plains   

Joe PierreJoe PierreJoe Pierre   
ʔaq̓amʔaq̓amʔaq̓am      

Lorne ShovarLorne ShovarLorne Shovar   
ʔakisq̓nukʔakisq̓nukʔakisq̓nuk 

Participants tour the old mill site in Wardner. 

Kootenay River at Wardner, upstream of Koocanusa reservoir. 

Morel mushroom (r) and narrow-

leaved desert parsley (l). 
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Ktunaxa Jeopardy Question  
 

Chert is a type of rock that was used in the past 

to fashion tools and points.  Where in Ktunaxa 

ʔamakʔis did the Ktunaxa quarry chert? 
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Nicole Kapell (KNC Lands) dis-
cusses an artifact with NRO officer. 

 

NROs and Kenton Andreaschuck of 
CCRIFC during archeology training 

sessions held May 3, 2017. 

Archaeological Training Session Held 

for NROs 

 On May 3, 2017, Lands and Resources organized an 

Archaeology Training Session with Natural Resource Offic-

ers from the Kootenay Boundary Region.  The goal of the 

day was to introduce the NRO to what archaeological 

sites and artifacts look like so that they can identify if 

sites are being damaged or destroyed during their patrols 

as well as to provide them with the cultural importance 

of these sites to the Ktunaxa and therefore the reason 

they should be protected. 

 KNC Lands and TKL staff presented an overview of 

Ktunaxa archaeology, and discussed the importance of 

protecting archaeological resources throughout the territo-

ry, and the connection between Ktunaxa culture history 

and those archaeological resources.  Paula Thorogood, 

from BC Archaeology Branch (FLNRO) was there to also 

present on the Heritage Conservation Act, and ways to 

NROs, Lands staff, and Ktunaxa citizens examine an archaeological site once threatened by private development. 
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enforce the act to protect cultural resources. 

 In the afternoon KNC staff led participants to sev-

eral recorded archaeological sites at the south and north 

ends of Columbia Lake.  NRO’s commented about how 

successful the day was for them.  It was very well re-

ceived by all NRO staff who found it informative and 

very worthwhile.  For them to hear the Ktunaxa per-

spective on the impacts of looting or damaging archaeo-

logical sites and/or artifacts really helped NRO staff to 

understand the importance of these sites to the Ktunaxa 

People, and the importance of the work that is neces-

sary to protect them.  

¢aqawuʔk (kinnikinnick) flowers. 

k̓ustit̕ cones  
(Western larch/tamarack) 

May in Ktunaxa ʔamakʔis 

kyanǂakǂiquǂaqpik   
(heart-leaved arnica) 

Wings Over the Rockies 
 On May 9th, 2017, the Lands and Resources Sector sup-
ported a presentation by Alfred Joseph at the Wings Over the 
Rockies Festival in Invermere. This is the third year that Lands 
and Resources has supported a talk at the festival, and it was 
very well attended this year. We spent the day at James 
Chabot park on the shores of Windermere Lake.  
 Alfred spoke about the history of Ktunaxa people in the 
area, their connection to the land and different locations within 
the Columbia Valley, and also answered many questions posed 
by the attendees. Lands staff supported Alfred by providing a 
display map, brochures, and artifacts for people to view. The 
two presentations (morning and afternoon sessions) were attend-
ed by more than 35 visitors and locals. The KNC wants to thank 
Alfred for sharing his time, knowledge, and a few good jokes for 
the audience!  

Alfred Joseph presenting to Wings over the Rockies participants at 
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Archeological Finds Donated by Kootenay Citizens 

 Over the past few months two residents living in Ktunaxa ʔamakʔis, Kate 

Murphy from Meadow Creek, and Peter Trescher of Brisco, both came across 

archaeological artifacts while out hiking. Both individuals then contacted the 

Ktunaxa Nation Council separately, asking what they should do with the arti-

facts they had found. Lands staff requested more information about the arti-

facts, as well as details on the locations of the artifacts, and the context 

which the artifacts were found in.  

 Both Kate and Peter gave the artifacts to the Ktunaxa Nation Council re-

pository, where they were analyzed and catalogued. Peter’s artifact collection 

included a large spear point, likely made of black tourmalinite as well as a 

grooved maul. Kate’s artifact is a larger white spear point, found high up in 

the alpine, and made from Avalon chert, which comes from Montana.  

 The KNC want to thank Kate and Peter for notifying us of their finds, 

providing us detailed information about the context and location of the arti-

facts, and especially for donating them to our repository. If you find artifacts, 

or know of an archaeological site that you would like us to record or that 

may be threatened, please contact Nicole Kapell.   
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Spear point found at 9,000 ft. elevation in ʔaȼ̓pu ʔamakʔis, and given to the KNC by the 

finder, Kate Murphy. This spear point is flint-knapped from Avalon chert, a rock type that 
originates in Montana.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tourmaline
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Did You Know? Chert 

 Chert is a sedimentary rock material 
made of silicon dioxide (SiO2). It occurs  in 
several forms: as a small rounded lump of 
matter distinct from its surroundings (nodules), 
a hard solid mass formed by the build-up of 
matter such as clam and mussel shells 
(concretionary mass), and as layered depos-
its. Early people took advantage of how 
chert breaks and used it to fashion cutting 
tools and weapons.  Chert breaks with a pat-
tern producing very sharp edges, called con-
choidal fracture.  Conchoidal fracture break-
age resembles the ripples seen on a mussel or 
clam shell.  
 Chert was a very important tool-making 
material in the past, and was quarried by 
Ktunaxa in several locations including Top of 
the World.  Chert has two properties that made it especially useful: 1) it breaks in 
a way that results in very sharp edges, and, 2) it is very hard: 7 out of a possible 
10 on the Mohs Scale of rock hardness. The edges of broken chert are sharp and 
tend to stay sharp because of how hard and durable this rock type is. Thousands of 
years ago people discovered these properties of chert and learned how to inten-
tionally break it to produce cutting tools such as knife blades, arrowheads, scrapers, 
and spear points—like the one found in the West Kootenays and shown on page 4.  

A piece of chert showing conchoidal 
fracture pattern. 

 

 

 

Teck will do reclamation based on an ecological approach;  
what was there before mining is now their target for what to put back. 

 KNC Lands is planning a Ktunaxa citizen tour of Teck mine reclamation sites in mid-late June. The purpose is 

to continue discussions started in September 2016 about the Ktunaxa vision of what Qukin ʔamaʔkis (specifically the 

Elk Valley) should look like following mining. We strongly encourage anyone interested to attend the site tour, even if 

you did not take part in the September discussion.  We will have a summary of the discussion for everyone, and will be 

adding to it every time we meet on this. 

 This is currently in the planning stages - but more information will be available in the coming weeks.  If you 

would like further information, or to attend the tour, please contact Ali Burton (ABurton@Ktunaxa.org) and/or Megan 

Heathfield (Mheathfield@ktunaxa.org) or call 250-489-2464.  

http://geology.com/rocks/chert.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silicon_dioxide
http://www.sandatlas.org/conchoidal-fracture/
http://www.sandatlas.org/conchoidal-fracture/
http://geology.com/minerals/mohs-hardness-scale.shtml
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kukiȼinmiyit 

Sun 

kⱡaʾukinmiyit 

Mon 

kⱡaʾaymiyit 

Tue 

kⱡaqaⱡsanmiyit 

Wed 

kⱡaxaȼanmiyit 

Thu 

kⱡayi·kunmiyit 

Fri 

kⱡaʾinmisanmiyit 

Sat 
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Radio-collar 
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study update 

TPIB 
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 kuq̓ukupku 2017 



7 

7 

  Ktunaxa Lands & Resources Newsletter and Updates  

Ktunaxa Word Search 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Search Words 

 

KUPI OWL 

KUQ̓NI LYNX 

ⱡAWU ELK 

ȻAQUNA TO BE SMALL 

WATAK FROG 

ʔA·K̓AKUWAⱡ RED TOP GRASS 

ʔUMK̓Uⱡ POND-LILY (YELLOW) 

ʔINISIN HORSEFLY 

WAXWIK DRAGON FLY 

ʔIⱡWAS PINE SAP, DRIED, CHEWING GUM 

ⱡAWIYAⱡ HUCKLEBERRY 

ʔ A· K̓ A K U W A ⱡ K 

Y I I Q̓ U W A Q̓ A U 

M ⱡ N X P A T A W Q̓ 

K̓ ȼ A I I T A K I N 

U W A N S M K ⱡ Y I 

ⱡ A W U ʔ I ⱡ W A S 

ȼ A Q U N A N I ⱡ W 

W A X W I K̓ T̓ Q̓ X I 
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For the latest news and 

events please visit us at: 

www.ktunaxa.org 

Like us on Facebook:  

Ktunaxa Nation Lands and 

Resources 

The Mandate of the Ktunaxa Lands 

and Resources Agency is to ensure 

that the lands and resources within 

the Ktunaxa Territory are effectively 

managed and protected for the bene-

fits of the citizens, communities and 

government of the Ktunaxa Nation.  

 - Lands Sector Mandate  

  Ktunaxa Lands & Resources Newsletter and Updates  

Contact us: 
Lands and Resources KNGB 

(250)489-2464   Ext: 

Director Ray Warden 3120 

Executive  

Assistant 
Patricia Giuhly 3121 

Manager,  

Environmental 

& Archaeology 

Stewardship 

Nicole Kapell 3123 

Manager,  

Strategic  

Initiatives 

Denine Milner 3125 

Manager, Poli-

cy & Planning 
Craig Paskin 3124 

GIS Technician Jose Galdamez 3122 

Manager, 

Lands Steward-

ship 

Kerri Garner 3115 

Qukin ʔamakʔis 

Stewardship  

Coordinator 

Alison Burton 3190 

Lands Guardian 
Danielle  

Gravelle 
4026 

Agreements  

Coordinator 
Vickie Thomas 4034 

Regulatory  

Engagement  

Coordinator 

Megan  

Heathfield 
4027 

Terrestrial  

Biologist 

Catherine 

Conroy 
4033 

Community Lands and Resources  
Stewardship Assistants (LRSAs) 

Aq̓am  
Bonnie Harvey 

250-426-5717  
ext. 3522 

Lower  
Kootenay 
Chad Luke 

250-428-7960 

Tobacco Plains  (Vacant) 

ʔakisq̓nuk 
Nevada  
Nicholas 

 (currently on leave) 


