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Ktunaxa Lands & Resources  

Newsletter and Updates  

Kuku  s“umu  (Ju ly )  2015  
–a t  nuk un i  s“umu  

The  mont h  when  Saska t oon  be r r ies  r ipen  

Lands and Resources Staff: 

 Ray Warden, Director  

 Lands & Resources Stew-

ardship Assistants: Chad 

Luke (Lower Kootenay), 

Nevada Nicholas 

(Akisqnuk),  Bonnie Har-

vey (Aqam) Dan Grav-

elle  (Tobacco Plains) ,                     

 Kerri Garner, Manager 

Lands Stewardship 

 Denise Walker, Adminis-

trative Assistant  

 Nicole Kapell, Environ-

ment & Archaeological 

Stewardship Manager  

 Denine Milner, Strategic 

Initiatives Coordinator  

 Craig Paskin, Manager 

Policy and Planning 

 Jose Galdamez, GIS 

Technician  

 Alison Burton, Coal 

Regulatory Coordinator 

Lands and Resources 

Sector Council: 

Issue 2 

My name is Alison Burton (but please call me Ali!), and I’m the new Coal Regulatory Coordi-

nator in the Lands and Resources Sector.  My area of focus is the South East Coal Block, and 

I’ll be helping to coordinate Ktunaxa engagement on Environmental Assessments and Permit-

ting, provide technical support for these, and anything else that is sent my way!                                

I’m originally from Vancouver, and have been living in Cranbrook for the past 6-ish years.  

Prior to moving here, I was very fortunate to live in a few different places - mainly Victoria 

while obtaining my undergraduate degree (BSc), and then Saskatoon while attending gradu-

ate school (MSc) (and yes I loved Saskatoon!).  I’m a Plant Scientist and Professional Ag-

rologist, and have worked as a consultant for the past 5 years.  Before that I got to work for 

the East Kootenay Invasive Plant Council, which was super fun, as invasive species are totally 

fascinating!!                                                                                                                                 

If it isn’t clear by now, I’m a HUGE plant nerd.  I’m always keen to talk about plants any day, 

any time.  Dog walks always take longer than planned cause I’m always looking at the 

ground.  A couple of random facts about me: I’ve fallen in love with Olympic lifting, and my 

favorite color is green.  Or blue.  It depends on the day.  

If you would like to chat more please feel free to contact me either at aburton@ktunaxa.org 

or at the contact number listed on page 8. Thank you.  

 Chair - Sandra Luke 
Lower Kootenay   

 Jim Whitehead             
–a“am 

 Jason Gravelle        
Tobacco Plains  

 Lorne Shovar               
–akis“nuk  

My name is Kerri Garner and I started as the Manager, Lands Stewardship for the KNC in 

September.  I grew up in Cranbrook and left many years ago to go to school and trav-

el.  I have spent the last 5.5 years in the Northwest Territories working for the Tlicho Govern-

ment in their Department of Culture and Lands Protection.  In the North, I worked closely with 

community members and other government entities on issues of land use planning, wildlife 

management, environmental assessment etc.  Though I loved my work in the North and the 

adventures that came with it, I am very excited to be working for and learning from the 

Ktunaxa, and am excited to be back `home` in this amazing area - Ktunaxa territory.   

If you would like to chat more please feel free to contact me either at kgarner@ktunaxa.org 

or at the contact number listed on page 8. Thank you.  

Lands and Resources Welcome Kerri Garner - Manager Lands             

Stewardship 

Lands and Resources Welcome Alison Burton - Coal Regulatory 

Coordinator  
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Teck Citizens Mine Tour  

staff!) and a presentation 
was given about the current 
mine operations. We then 
went to a viewing location 
to have a look at the area 
where Teck wants to ex-
pand the mine. We had a 
great discussion about want-
ing to have Ktunaxa go into 
the proposed mine site to do 
vegetation surveys, and also 
to record how the area 
looks now. The idea is to 
know what we want it to 
look like when they are fin-
ished mining in this area. 
The KNC is putting together 
a field crew to start this sur-
vey the middle of July. If 
you are interested in partici-
pating in the field work, 
please contact Alison Burton 
(1-250-489-2464, 
ext.3190,  
aburton@ktunaxa.org).  

The KNC staff and citizens 

learned a lot on this tour, 

especially from knowledge-

able elders and Teck em-

ployees. We want to thank 

everyone who participated, 

and want to let you all know 

that there will be more of 

these types of tours in the 

future, so that everyone who 

is interested gets a chance 

to see what is happening in 

Ktunaxa –amak–is.  

From May 31st until June 2nd 

Ktunaxa citizens and some 

Ktunaxa Nation Council 

staff travelled to ‚aqahak 

(Fernie) and then on to the 

rest of Qukin –amak–is 

(Elk Valley) to tour Teck’s 

Elkview Operations and the 

area for the proposed Coal 

Mountain Operations Phase 

II expansion. There were 

fourteen participants in the 

tours on June 1st and seven-

teen people attended an 

internal meeting on June 2nd 

to discuss the proposed 

mine expansion projects.  

The morning of June 1st the 

group travelled up to Teck’s 

Elkview Operations, which is 

the mine right beside 

†aqawakanmituk (Michel 

Flats or Sparwood) that you 

can see from the Highway. 

We saw an active mining 

area including a large pit 

that had already been 

blasted out of the mountain 

side and a huge hill made 

out of the leftover rock, af-

ter the qukin nu–kiy 

(raven’s rock or coal) had 

been removed. This was a 

difficult thing for many par-

ticipants to see, and we had 

a lot of good discussion 

about the impacts that coal 

mining has. We then went 

to see two areas where 

Teck has been actively re-

claiming the land, after 

they were done mining. Alt-

hough they still need a lot 

of work, it made us all feel 

a little better to see that 

Teck is committed to trying 

to reclaim the land. We 

talked to Teck employees 

about how many animals 

they see in the reclaimed 

areas, and some of us no-

ticed that there were in-

sects, including bees, using 

the reclaimed area, which 

we thought was a good 

sign.  

In the afternoon the group 
travelled south towards 
Teck’s Coal Mountain Oper-
ations. This mine is south of 
Highway 3, almost on the 
Alberta border. The group 
was treated to lunch (thank 
you to the Coal Mountain 
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Elk Valley Coal Mine Pit 

Ktunaxa Nation Citizens 

and Teck Staff 

Ktunaxa Citizens viewing the 

proposed Coal Mountain 

Phase II Site 

Reclamation Plants @ the 

Elkview Mine  

On Saturday, June 20, 2015 

at 9:30 a.m. Jordan S., 

Kursten P., Cloe, Tanya Fran-

cis and I embarked on our 

exciting trip to our First 

Youth “Fish Camp” down in 

ʔakin“umⱡasnuqⱡiʔit. 

We arrived at the Tobacco 

Plains Arbour and we met up 

with our host youth: Cohen.G, 

Danielle.B, Echo, Cody, Ma-

kayla.T, Brooklyn.S, Dustin, 

Tamryn.G, Katiecia.J and 

Ashlyn.  We all worked to-

gether to set up camp and 

we quickly made new 

friends. I thoroughly enjoyed 

spending with Shelby 

Hutchinson and I appreciate 

the time that she spends 

with our youth down in G-

Town. 

Our knowledgeable Fish 

Facilitator, Mr. Jason Grav-

elle shared a few of his 

favourite Fishing Spots on 

the Mighty Elk River. Boy oh 

boy was I ever glad that I 

1st Youth Fish Camp Submitted by Bonnie Harvey  

mailto:aburton@ktunaxa.org
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Ki–suk Kyukyit  From Chad Luke - Lower Kootenay Lands and Resources 

Stewardship Assistant 

Please remember we have 

some very important Meet-

ings and Events coming up 

(listed on page 6 in the Fu-

ture Important Dates to Re-

member section), please 

mark your calendars and 

attend as many as you can, 

visit and get to know your 

fellow nation members. 

I have a Facebook page 
Lower Kootenay 
(Stewardship Assistant) I 
have photos and write up-
dates of some meetings that I 
have attended. My contact 

info is below. 

Email: CMLuke@ktunaxa.org 

Phone: 250-428-7960 

Thanks for your time.  

It was a very heart felt mo-

ment to hear the positive 

news on Thursday June 18 

about qat’muk. 

It is with great pleasure to be 

updating and informing Lower 

Kootenay and the Ktunaxa 

Nation with information about 

the work that I have been do-

ing within the territory.  As it 

gets very busy for the nation 

during the summer months, we 

all take part and prepare for 

many different activities that 

we celebrate through the sum-

mer months and leading into 

the fall and winter.   

I have been involved in nu-

merous Working Groups such 

as; Kootenay Lake Partner-

ship (KLP), Friends of Koote-

nay Lake (FoLK), Ktunaxa Fish 

and Wildlife Management 

Committee (KFWMC),  The 

Mountain Caribou Working 

Group, The Fisherman Guard-

ian Program, The Waneta 

Terrestrial Program, and the 

Columbia River Treaty Meet-

ings.   These are just a few of 

the working committees that I 

have been asked to be in-

volved in.  I helped and took 

part in some of very im-

portant nation events as well, 

like the Hunters meeting, The 

Elko Dam meeting, The Mine 

Tour (May 31-June 2), The 

Annual KNC Building Cele-

bration, and our regular staff 

meetings.   
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was using our awesome 

Lands Truck.  Cody caught a 

small Rainbow that was re-

leased back into the River. 

Too bad, because I was 

looking forward to having 

fish for supper, instead we 

had smokies and hotdogs.  

You ever notice that being 

outdoors always makes 

food taste better? Well, we 

sure did after we visited the 

Elk down by the bridge we 

were all appreciating our 

sandwiches and fruit, thanks 

to Ktunaxa Kinbasket Child 

and Family Services for 

providing all the food.  

Youth Fish Camp partici-

pants and Tobacco Plains 

Aboriginal Day Participants 

Bonnie Harvey, Cohan Grav-

elle and Jordan Scout 

(Holding the fishing rod)  

After some evening swimming 

at Edwards Lake I witnessed 

the longest Capture the Flag 

Game ever! Man, each team 

had some great strategies 

happening and they were all 

serious about winning the 

game. I had a blast watching 

their game. I recall hearing 

“Man, this is so stressful”. Con-

grats to each team on a job 

well done.  

Midnight came early and 8 

am came even earlier. We 

tore down camp on Sunday, 

morning and then we headed 

to the border.   

A few ʔadrumni‡ were on 

hand to walk with and be 

mentored from “Chief Cliff” 

Singers. I was very proud 

to see our Youth Drum 

Group representing 

ʔa“amni‡ School. Tanya 

Francis and I both had 

goosebumps as we were 

participating in the walk 

across the border. Pretty 

sure I shed a tear or two. 

Thanks to Staff and Com-

munity of Tobaccos Plains 

for hosting such a great 

Aboriginal Day Celebra-

tion. Hu suki‰ “ukni for 

such a great experience.  

1st Youth Fish Camp Continued……... 

Facilitator - Jason Gravelle 

and the Fish Camp participants 

mailto:CMLuke@ktunaxa.org
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Jesse Nicholas                         
Communications Manager 
250-489-2464               
jnicholas@ktunaxa.org  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 AGA 

@ –a“am  

15 AGA  

@ –a“am  

16  AGA 

@ –a“am  

17 18 

19 20 21 22 Koote-

nay West 

Mine Site 

Tour  

23 CMO II 

Vegetation 

Survey  

24 CMO II 

Vegetation 

Survey  

25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Kuku S“umu 2015 

Future Important Dates to Remember! 

 August 14-16: Annual Qat’muk Camp       

 August 19– 21: Teck Conservation Lands Cultural Camp (Grave Prairie, Alexander Creek, Flat-

head Townsite)  

 September 12: Columbia Salmon Festival (Kinsmen Beach, Invermere)    

For more information on any of these upcoming dates please contact Denise Walker or any of 

your community LRSA’s (Contact information on Page 8). 
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 Did you know - a newly identified marine creature found in a shale site in Kootenay Nation-

al Park at Marble Canyon that lived more than 509 million years ago was named in tribute 

to the Ktunaxa Nation as the sea creature yawu–nik (a central figure in our Creation Story)? 

This creature walked the earth 250 million years before the first Dinosaur.  

Did You Know? 
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Lands and Resources KNGB:  
1-250-489-2464 

Ray Warden - Ext. 3121 
Denise Walker - Ext. 3120 

Nicole Kapell - Ext. 3123 
Denine Milner - Ext. 3125 
Craig Paskin - Ext. 3124 

Jose Galdamez - Ext. 3122 
Kerri Garner - Ext. 3115 
Alison Burton - Ext. 3190 

 
Community Lands and Resources 

Stewardship Assistants (LRSAs):  
Bonnie Harvey (–a“am)   
1-250-426-5717 Ext. 3522 

Chad Luke (Lower Kootenay)  
1-250-428-7960  

Dan  Gravelle (Tobacco Plains)  
1-250-887-3461 Ext. 3412 
Nevada Nicholas (–akis“nuk) 

1-250-342-6301 Ext. 3815 

Ktunaxa Lands & Resources  

 Contact us at: 

For the latest news and 

events please visit us at: 

www.ktunaxa.org 

Like us on Facebook:  

Ktunaxa Nation Lands and 

Resources 

The Mandate of the Ktunaxa Lands 

and Resources Agency is to ensure 

that the lands and resources within the 

Ktunaxa Territory are effectively 

managed and protected for the bene-

fits of the citizens, communities and 

government of the Ktunaxa Nation.  

 - Lands Sector Mandate  
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Chad Luke is encouraging everyone to please add Lower Kootenay (Stewardship 

Assistant) as a friend on Facebook to keep updated on what’s happening in the 

Creston area.  


