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By Troy Sebastian

Sitting over a cup of coffee at Tim 
Horton’s, Alan Andrews could not 
realize he was about to be in the 
center of Ktunaxa history. But that 
is where he found himself during 
the two week hearing of the Jumbo 
judicial review. As it turned out, 
Alan was the only member of the 
Ktunaxa Nation to attend every day 
of the hearing. 

He was on his way home to 
Whitehorse from Vancouver when 
he heard of the case. “Vi mentioned 
the case to me at Herbie’s birthday. 
He’s my sister’s husband” said Alan. 
“ Anyways, we went for coffee and 
she told me more about the case, that 
it was going to happen. I figured I 
would go for a few days and stay at 
my sister’s place.” Those few days 
quickly turned into two weeks as 
Alan had an extended stay. 

However, it was not so simple as 
showing up to the courthouse. Even 
on the first morning of the hearing, 
no one was sure it would actually 
start. “We weren’t sure if a judge 
would be assigned to the case” 
said Bill Green KNC/Canadian 
Columbia Inter Tribal Fisheries 
(CCRIFC) Director. “Our legal 
team was ready, and even at 9:30 
that morning we were not sure it 
would begin” he concluded. By ten 
o’clock that morning, the Ktunaxa 
legal team was making it’s opening 
arguments. Within thirty minutes, 
Alan was in the visitor’s gallery. 

“That morning I went to the 
courthouse and looked on the wall 
that has the list of cases and didn’t 
see anything with our name on it, 
so I went upstairs to see if we were 
in one of the courtrooms” Alan 
remembers. Once upstairs he did 
not see a courtroom with anyone he 
recognized. “That felt strange” he 
remarks.  He went back downstairs, 

checked the notice board again and 
saw that Ktunaxa Nation Council 
and Kathryn Teneese vs. Minister 
of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resources Operations and Glacier 
Resort Ltd. was just scheduled.   

“I went back upstairs and saw an 
assistant one of the lawyers and 
she pointed to the room. It had just 
started and I didn’t see any other 
Ktunaxa” said Alan. He wasn’t 
alone for long as soon after he 
arrived so to did Ktunaxa Nation 
Council Chair Kathryn Tenesse  At 
first the legalese, the lawyer talk, 
was hard to understand. However, 
after two weeks of the hearing, a 
few hundred pages of material, and 
many hours spent talking about the 
case with other Ktunaxa Alan got 
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the hang of it. When asked about 
an aspect of the case Alan replied, 
“Well, I shouldn’t be quoted on 
this!” It looks like all of that 
courtroom experience had paid off!

At the end of the case, with home 
only a half a day away Alan has 
had a lot to reflect upon. After a 
group photo on the courthouse 
steps is taken, and the crowd of 
Ktunaxa, lawyers and supporters 
slowly departs, there are many hugs 
and well wishes. While there may 
have been a crowd at the end of the 
case, when it began, when the most 
important legal case in Ktunaxa 
history started, it was Alan Andrews 
alone who was there to bear witness 
for Qat’muk, for Kⱡawⱡa and for all 
Ktunaxa

From the Courthouse;
Alan Andrews’ long road home

The Ktunaxa Nation delegation and lawyers pose in front of the BC Supreme Court Building on the final day 
of the judicial review
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By Troy Sebastian

If you want to learn about how to 
fight the system and win, talk to 
Beckie Scott. 

The three-time Olympian was the 
first Canadian and the first North 
American woman to win a medal 
in Cross Country Skiing. She was 
also part of the group of Olympic 
athletes to give their support to 
Qat’muk and stand in opposition to 
the Jumbo Glacier Ski Resort. 

“If you don’t speak up you are part 
of the problem” says Scott. She 
would know as she speaks from 
experience

During the 2002 Winter Olympics 
Scott came in 3rd in the 5km pursuit 
in cross country skiing. That bronze 
medal was groundbreaking on its 
own but after the competition it 
became clear that the playing field 
was not level. That is when the real 
competition began. 

“Part of my story is when I decided 
to take a stand on integrity in 
sports” she explains. “In one way 
or the other I have always been a 
person with a strong value system, 
not afraid to take a stand.”

She had heard that the two 
competitors who had finished 
ahead of her had used performance-
enhancing drugs. In essence, they had 
cheated. It took more than two years 
of effort, advocacy and fighting one 
of the most powerful organizations 
on earth-the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC). Eventually, one 
of the athletes was disqualified 
and Beckie was awarded the silver 
medal. Scott was not done there.   
The first place athlete had also 
used performance-enhancing drugs 
had not been disqualified. “I knew 
eventually justice would prevail, 
fighting against the IOC” said Scott. 
She was right and was eventually 
awarded the Gold medal concluding 
one of the most remarkable and 
bizarre stories in Winter Olympic 
history. 

Since then, Scott was elected to the 
IOC, to the very body that fought 
her rightful Olympic victory for 
four years, and has used her profile 
to support many environmental 
issues and to promote healthy 
living through cross country skiing, 
including working with First 
Nations and Métis youth in Alberta. 

In 2012, Scott was asked to lend her 

voice and profile to oppose Jumbo. 
She and a the other Olympians 
wrote an open letter in opposition 
to Jumbo, but also in support of the 
Qat’muk Declaration. Signing that 
letter “was a natural alliance for me, 
it was an opportunity to lend my 
voice” explains Scott. “From the 
beginning, even before I knew all 
of the details, I was onside with the 
local population that was against 
it, the world does not need another 
downhill ski resort” she explains.

When asked what her message is 
to the Ktunaxa Scott replied “I am 
really proud of Ktunaxa in taking 
a stand in what is sacred to them. 
I really hope they are listened to 
and respected.  I have seen a lot of 
places in the world and in Canada 
we have an obligation to preserve 
what is left. United voices have a 
lot more potential to be effective. 
How can anyone ignore this?” she 
concludes. 

The International Olympic 
Committee learned from its 
mistake. It remains to be seen when 
the government of British Columbia 
will learn from its Jumbo mistake. 
If Beckie Scott’s story is any 
indication, hard work, dedication 
and a never say die attitude can 
make the seemingly impossible 
achievable. 

Friend of Qat’muk: Beckie Scott, Olympic 
Gold Medalist-Cross Country Skiing

?Aqam Band Hall
Wedmesday, February 12, 5- 9pm
or
Wednesday, March 5, 5-9pm

Lower Kootenay Band Hall:
Thursday, February 13, 12- 7pm
or
Thursday, March 6, 12-7pm

As part of the Community Engagment process, 
the negotiating team is hosting community 
information sessions in all five communities.

We will update on the status of the treaty pro-
cess and the Agreement in Principle (AiP)

For more Information or to Register, please 
contact Roxanne Michel at:
rmichel@ktunaxa.org or 250-919-8341

For youth session contact:
Nevada Nicholas 
nnicholas@ktunaxa.org or 250-341-8341

If you have a youth or are a youth that is be-
tween the ages of 14-18 years old, pease come 
and participate, Meals Included

Youth Info Sessions:
Aqam 

Wednesday,February 12, 5-9pm or
Wednesday, March 5, 5-9pm 

Lower Kootenay 
Thursday, February 13, 12-7pm or

Thursday March 6 12-7pm

Akisqnuk
Monday, February 17, 12-5pm or

Tuesday Feruary 25,12-7pm

Tobacco Plains 
Thursday, February 20 12-7pm

?Akisqnuk  Band Hall
Monday, February 17, 12- 5pm 
or
Tuesday, February 25, 12-7pm

Tobacco Plains Band Hall
Thursday, February 20, 12- 7pm
Tobacco Plains Band Hall

*Meals included*
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the Ktunaxa Nation Council 
Government Building is now 
a provincially recognized 
archeological repository. The 
issue was that the majority, if not 
all, artifacts were shipped to the 
museum in Victoria for storage. The 
creation of a local repository has 
been our goal for several years now 
and we were always keeping our 
eyes open for a suitable location.  
When Ktunaxa Nation decided to 
purchase the Tembec building, it 
became a reality. I am really pleased 
we were able to accomplish this. 

On behalf of Ktunaxa Nation, Lands 
and CCRIFC led and coordinated 
the discussions with BC/Canada 
regarding Ktunaxa’s position on 
the 10- year ‘Notice to the United 
States’ of whether the Columbia 
River Treaty should stay the same, 
be cancelled or be renegotiated. 
This endeavour required intensive 
research, technical support and 
leadership involvement in order 
to ensure that other governments 
meaningfully consulted with 
Ktunaxa Nation.  

What do I see on the horizon in 
2014, you ask? Well, for one thing, 
the number 1 priority will be our 
involvement in the protection 
of our sacred area, Qat’muk. 
Other activities will be: calling 
for a ‘Ktunaxa Fishers’ meeting 
in the early spring; engaging in 
consultations and negotiations on 
land-based issues with government 
and industry, and, involvement in 
more environmental assessment 
processes on projects like Teck’s 
Fording Mine expansion and BC 
Hydro’s Revelstoke dam turbine 
expansion project. We will also 
continue on with our species at 
risk efforts, develop Ktunaxa land 
policies to support governance, 
continue with the Kootenay Lake 
Partnership and engage with citizens 
over access planning in National 
Parks in the event of a treaty. 

We will be calling on you throughout 
the course of the year by inviting 
you to participate in workshops, 
feedback session and one-on-one 
interviews. Your continual input 
will guide us when engaging with 
other governments and industry 
regarding our lands. 

So, these are some highlights of 
activities we did last year and a 
bit of a preview of what is on the 
horizon for 2014. I hope you found 
this article informative. A more 
detailed report of what Lands does 
is in the Annual AGA Report and if 
you would like a copy, please let me 
know at (RWarden@ktunaxa.org or 
1-800-324-4118).
 Taxa

Submitted by Ray Warden, Director 
of Ktunaxa Lands & Resources

kiʔsuʔk kyukyit kukun makut!!
New Year’s greeting to all of you in 
Ktunaxa Nation.  Usually I report 
out to the Nation at our Annual 
General Assembly in July regarding 
the previous years’ activities, but 
by that time we are well into the 
summer months. So, before we get 
too far into 2014, I want to provide a 
summary of Lands Sector activities 
and a quick snapshot on what I see 
happening in the next 12 months.

So what did we do in 2013? Well, to 
start things off, Lands and Resources 
held several community meetings to 
help inform the development of the 
Qat’muk Stewardship Plan. As you 
know, Ktunaxa Nation challenged 
the BC government’s decision 
to approve the resort despite our 
opposition. The matter was heard at 
the BC Supreme Court level for 2 
weeks at the beginning of January 
2014 and we won’t know the judge’s 
decision for several weeks after the 
hearing. Nonetheless, our utmost 
goal is to complete the stewardship 
plan by March. 

In another part of our homelands 
during  2013 (and the year 
before), we were extensively 
engaged in the BC Environmental 
Assessment process with respect 
to the expansion of Teck’s Line 
Creek II coal mine. Subsequently, 
Teck received its Environmental 
Assessment Certificate in October. 
The Certificate includes a suite of 
Ktunaxa conditions that will have 
to be met by both BC government 
and Teck. Our involvement in the 
process was not just Lands Staff. 
CCRIFC staff played a huge role 
in the technical review along 
with engagement of other KNC 
Sectors, Ktunaxa communities and 
individual citizens to help inform 
the values of Ktunaxa Nation during 
our participation of the assessment 

process. 

In parallel to participating in the 
environmental reviews of Teck’s 
proposed mine expansions, Lands 
dedicated a lot of time negotiating a 
Ktunaxa-Teck Impact Management 
and Benefits Agreement. And 
in preparation for future mine 
expansions, we also conducted 
a Territory-wide wild foods diet 
study. There are separate articles in 
this edition of the newsletter with 
more details on these 2 items. 

Moving along, after several years of 
negotiations, we finally concluded 
negotiations of the Ktunaxa-
BC Economic Community 
Development Agreement (ECDA). 
The ECDA is a first step in 
addressing revenue-sharing on land-
use activities in our homelands. Up 
to now, the agreement includes 
revenue sharing provisions for 
forestry and coal mining activities. 
Ktunaxa Nation leadership and the 
province signed the agreement in 
January 2013.

We, along with CCRIFC, continued 
work on Ktunaxa Nation’s Species 
at Risk initiative. In the Kootenay’s, 
there are over 300 species of aquatic, 
plant and animals that are either ‘of 
low to moderate concern’ or ‘very 
high concern’ in terms of their 
existence as a species. Our goal is 
to collect important information 
through on-the-land studies and 
research which will then lead to 
more effective collaboration with 
other governments and industry so 
vulnerable species don’t get on an 
endangered list at all. We have been 
doing a fair amount of research and 
inventory work over the last several 
years with core funding support 
from Environment Canada. Further, 
we held a Nation ‘All Living 
Things’ 2-day workshop in April 
that included Ktunaxa citizens, 
other FN’s, industry and other 
governments. 

In what is commonly referred to 
as the Central Kootenays, or what 
we know as aƒpu –amak–is, 
CCRIFC, Lands staff and Lower 
Kootenay Band participated in 
the ‘Kootenay Lake Planning 
Partnership’ that involved local, 
federal and provincial governments. 
This planning initiative will 
ensure that proposed development 
(shoreline structures likes docks 
and ramps, etc) are developed in 
an environmentally conscientious 
manner. For example, we 
contributed to aquatic and cultural 
heritage site inventories to make 
sure our interest are protected for 
the long term. 

Ktunaxa citizens, Lands and 
provincial government staff toured 
the east side of Columbia Lake 
in May. For many years this area 
was in the planning stages for 
intensive commercial development. 
It all came to a head in the mid-
2000’s. After many years of hard 
work, Nature Conservancy Canada 
purchased ‘Lot 48’ from the private 
owners. Dialogue with Ktunaxa 
then started on how we are going to 
collectively steward this naturally 
rich area for future generations to 
come. This is something to celebrate 
for sure!!

In the fall of 2013, we renewed 
the Strategic Engagement (SEA) 
with BC. In 2010, we were then 
the 3rd First Nation in BC to have 
successfully negotiated such an 
agreement. The SEA is about how 
we effectively engage with each 
other with respect to land issues 
in Ktunaxa Territory. There are 
mechanisms in the agreement so we 
can be involved in strategic level of 
decision making processes around 
lands and resources. It also creates 
the appropriate government-to-
government forums so we can 
make resource-revenue sharing and 
shared decision making between 
Ktunaxa and BC become a long-
term reality. 

Under the SEA there are a number 
of committees pertaining to fish and 
wildlife management, BC Parks 
management and archeological 
protection. Each committee meets 
3-4 times per year. One event we 
held for citizens (stemming from 
the fish and wildlife committee) 
in April was a ‘Ktunaxa Hunter’s’ 
meeting. Between 35 and 40 people 
from all communities attended this 
evening event and it did help BC 
wildlife staff in shaping some of its 
hunting regulations. We want to do 
this again in 2014 and I hope for a 
good turn out again. 

One special mention is that 

Highlights from 2013: Lands & Resources Sector

Submit
Classifieds

news@ktunaxa.org

(250) 489-2464
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Requiem For A Glacier with artist Paul Walde
Requiem for a Glacier is a video 
installation and sound performance 
work by intermedia artist Paul 
Walde that memorializes BC’s 
Jumbo Glacier area, an ancient 
feature of the landscape leftover 
from the last ice age, now under 
immediate threat from global 
warming and resort development. 
The project takes three main forms: 
a) a site specific outdoor sound 
performance; b) an exhibition/
installation featuring audio and 
video footage of the performance; 
and c) a multimedia indoor sound 
performance. The centre piece, a 
four movement oratorio scored 
for orchestra and choir, converts 
information such as temperature 
records for the area into music 
notation and features a Latin 
translation of the BC government’s 
press release announcing the 
approval of a year-round resort 
community at the site that borders 
a nature conservancy.

Located in the Purcell Mountain 
Range in eastern British Columbia, 
Jumbo or Qat’muk, is a range of five 
glaciers that have been spared some 
of the environmental degradation 
of other glaciers due to their high 
altitude. However with continued 
global warming, this geographical 
advantage will soon be lost, and 
in fact, these glaciers are already 
in retreat. To compound matters, a 
450 million dollar resort proposal 
has recently been given final 
provincial governmental approval, 
as Professor David Schindler of the 
University of Alberta warns, “ski 
lifts and skier traffic on the surface 
of Jumbo Glacier will hasten its 
melting, and compromise one of 
the important headwater sources of 
the Columbia River system.”

On July 27th, 2013 the performance 
of Requiem for a Glacier took place 
on Farnham Glacier by the Requiem 
Volunteer Orchestra and Chorus. 
The Farnham Glacier is one of 
the glaciers impacted directly by 
the proposed resort development. 
The performance was conducted by 
Ajtony Csaba of the University of 
Victoria Symphony and the soloist 
was Veronika Hajdu. 

The orchestra consisted of 
professional and amateur musician 
activists primarily from the east 
and west Kootenay regions. The 
performance was for the glacier. 
The exhibition of the performance 
premiered at the Langham cultural 
centre in Kaslo, BC on October 
12th and opened on January 3rd, 
2014.

Paul Walde is an intermedia artist, 
musician, and curator. Walde’s 
wide-ranging body of work suggests 
un-expected interconnections 

between landscape, identity, and 
technology and includes painting, 
photography, printmaking, 
sculpture, installation and audio. 
Recently his work was seen at The 

Royal

British Columbia Museum in 
Victoria and at Museum London 
in London, Ontario (2012). Walde 

is currently an Associate Professor 
of Visual Arts at the University 
of Victoria in Victoria, BC. For 
more information please visit  
paulwalde.com

If you are interested in contaminants 
in water and fish in the Elk River 
and Lake Koocanusa, please plan 
to attend a community meeting and 
open house on the development of 
an ‘Elk Valley Water Quality Plan’ 
on Tuesday, February 11th. 
The event is being hosted by the 
Ktunaxa Nation Council and Teck 
and will be held in the Ktunaxa 
Nation Government Building.  
Interested Nation members 
can choose either an afternoon 
– suppertime session or the 
suppertime – evening session.

The purposes of the meeting are: (1) 
to provide information to Ktunaxa 
Nation members about the process 
that Teck will go through to develop 
the Elk Valley Water Quality Plan’ 
(EVWQP); and (2) to seek input 
from Nation members specifically 
about current and potential water 
treatment and water quality 
management approaches, and 
the types of social and economic 
factors that should be considered in 
developing the Plan. 

Teck is required by a Ministerial 
Order under the BC Environmental 
Management Act to prepare the 
EVWQP (Plan) by late July 2014. 
The goal of the Plan, specified in the 
order from the minister, is to identify 
and implement solutions to stabilize 
and then reverse the increasing 
trend of specific contaminants in 

the water and associated living 
things. This stabilization and 
reduction of contaminants is needed 
to ensure the ongoing health of the 
watershed.  The short-term purpose 
of the plan is to describe the actions 
which will be taken by Teck to 
immediately begin to stabilize 
water quality concentrations of 
selenium, cadmium, nitrate and 
sulphate, and the rate of formation 
of calcite.  The plan must also set 
targets for medium and longer-term 
contaminant reduction.  These will 
be explained at the meeting. 
 
Increasing levels of selenium and 
other contaminants have been 
measured in the Elk River and 
mine-affected tributaries for at 
least twenty years.   The amount of 
contamination is directly related to 
the amount of waste rock produced 
at the mines and deposited in 
large waste rock dumps.   These 
contaminants also end up in the 
food web in streams and rivers 
and Lake Koocanusa, particularly 
aquatic invertebrates (water bugs), 
fish, amphibians and fish-eating 
birds and animals. 

Selenium is a naturally occurring 
element that is essential and 
beneficial for all animals, including 
humans we get it through many 
foods such as nuts, cereals, meat, 
mushrooms, fish and eggs, and it 
is sold as a nutritional supplement. 

However, when it is present in 
high concentrations, it can affect 
reproductive processes of aquatic 
wildlife, which is why Teck is 
working to stabilize and reverse the 
selenium trend in the Elk Valley.

While the final plan is being 
developed, Teck is taking action 
– including construction of the 
first water treatment plant at Line 
Creek. Teck is and will continue 
to conduct extensive water quality 
and aquatic effects monitoring 
as well as extensive research and 
development.

More information about the Plan is 
available at 
www.teck.com/ElkValley

The first community meeting 
opportunity starts at 2:30 PM.  A 
supper will be served at 5:00 PM, 
followed by an Open House until 
7:00 PM.  A second community 
meeting session will run from 7:00 
to 9:30 PM for those unable to 
attend the afternoon session.

Interested Nation members should 
contact Sherry Sebastian (250-489-
2464; ssebastian@ktunaxa.org) to 
confirm their attendance.  For more 
information, please contact Bill 
Green at bgreen@ktunaxa.org or 
Casey Brennan at 
casey.brennan@teck.com.  

Elk Valley Water Quality Plan Meeting
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By Will Warnock, Aquatic Biologist 
(wwarnock@ccrifc.org)

Anadromous (ocean-migrating) 
chinook and sockeye salmon and 
steelhead historically migrated, 
spawned and reared as juveniles 
throughout extensive portions of the 
Columbia River basin in Canada. 
These fish were tremendously 
important to the culture, economy, 
spirituality and subsistence of 
Canadian Columbia basin First 
Nation communities. Following 
the construction of Grand Coulee 
dam in the United States, these fish 
could not swim upstream to access 
their historical spawning grounds 
and the stocks became extinct…. 
But what exactly is a stock, why are 
they important, and what do we do 
to rebuild them once they are lost?

Salmon stocks
All species of salmon and trout 
have a very important behaviour 
in common: they spawn in the 
same general location and time 
of year in which their parents 
and ancestors spawned. This is a 
very important detail of salmon 
biology, which results in unique 
patterns of population structure and 
evolutionary history for these fish. 
This behaviour limits “gene flow” 
between areas, and allows specific 
streams or collections of streams 
that are close together to become 
unique. The unique populations 
that originate from these areas are 
referred to as stocks. 

Stocks are important to conserve 
because they are very well adapted 
to survive and reproduce in their 
home environment. For example, 
a chinook salmon that spawns in 
upper Yukon River near Whitehorse 
must migrate as far as 3200km 
upriver to reach its spawning 
grounds. Migrating up the cold, 
northerly Yukon River to its 
headwaters is a challenge that few 
chinook are up to, which is why 
the stock that spawns here requires 
special physiological adaptations 
that prepare them for such a long, 
arduous journey.

Unfortunately, many salmon 
stocks have been and continue to 
be lost throughout the world. The 
primary causes for this include 
overharvest, destruction of habitat 
due to water/land use and climate 
change, introduction of non-native 
species that compete with or eat 
juvenile salmon, or hybridization 
with introduced hatchery fish that 
originate from different stocks or 

species. The loss of natural stocks 
reduces the overall diversity of each 
species, and harms the ability of 
salmon to adapt to natural changing 
conditions or new challenges 
imposed by human development.

Salmon stocks of the Canadian 
Columbia River
We know that at least 8 unique 
stocks of chinook and sockeye 
salmon and steelhead once existed 
in the Canadian Columbia River 
(See Map).  

Chinook salmon of the Columbia 
River have two very unique 
evolutionary lineages, which run 
and spawn at different times of 
year, and have different juvenile 
freshwater residency periods. 
These two lineages are referred to 
as ocean-type and stream-type, or 
more commonly, as summer/fall 
run and spring run. Both of these 
types ran into Canadian portions of 
the river, but summer/fall-run types 
likely never made it to and past the 
Arrow Lakes area. Within this area, 
there were likely unique stocks 
associated with the Pend d’Oreille/
Salmo area and Lower Kootenay/

Slocan River area. We know of these 
runs in these areas because early 
documentation, memories of elders 
and residents, traditional ecological 
knowledge and archaeology tell 
us about where and when people 
used to see and catch significant 
numbers of fish. Spring run chinook 
were more abundant than summer/
fall run, and unique stocks would 
have been found overlapping with 
summer/fall types in the Kootenay/
Slocan area, and possibly in the 
Salmo/Pend d’Oreille. In addition 
to these areas, spring run stocks 
were found migrating to the Mid-
Columbia/Arrow Lakes/Revelstoke 
area and beyond big bend, to the 
upper Columbia. This especially 
far-migrating stock was found as 
far upstream as Windermere and 
Columbia Lakes, almost 2000 km 
from the ocean. Additional areas 
that held unique stocks in between 
these areas may have existed in 
addition to the ones described 
above.

Sockeye salmon and steelhead had 
fewer stocks, than chinook but were 
once very abundant. The Salmo/
Pend D’Oreille once supported 

an abundant steelhead stock, 
and Slocan and historic Arrow/
Whatshan Lakes each supported 
sockeye stocks. There is no evidence 
that sockeye stocks were associated 
with Kinbasket, Windermere and 
Columbia Lakes, but it is possible 
that stocks did occur here at one 
time. Further subdivision of stocks 
was possible, as sockeye often form 
different ecomorphs that spawn in 
lake or riverine habitats. Sockeye 
actually still exist in the system, but 
they do not migrate to the ocean. 
These fish are known as Kokanee. 
It is not known what population 
these kokanee belong to, but 
many of these lakes were stocked 
with kokanee that originated from 
Meadow Creek, a tributary to 
Kootenay Lake. This kokanee stock 
has been landlocked for a very long 
time (thousands of years), and thus 
is not likely to return to the ocean.

How can we reclaim unique 
salmon stocks in the Columbia?
In short, we can never recover the 
historic Columbia River stocks 
that have been lost. Once a stock is 
gone, it is extinct, meaning that it 
is lost forever to history. However, 
we can rebuild new stocks by 
introducing fish from elsewhere, 
and allowing them to adapt to their 
new environment. This process 
begins by doing preliminary 
research on what the most suitable 
donor stock is for reintroduction. 
This involves looking at the 
genetics of potential donor stocks, 
and whether they would be suitable 
for the current environment of the 
Canadian Columbia River, given the 
adaptations they have to their own 
environment. Hatchery program 
involvement is often necessary for 
reintroducing the chosen donor 
stocks, and supplementing the 
reintroduced stock through their 
recovery process. 

Over time, the hope is that more 
and more wild salmon return with 
every successive generation, a sign 
that the stock is in the recovery 
process and adapting well to its 
new environment. The process 
takes time, but can happen rapidly 
if people work hard to provide them 
with appropriate habitat and passage 
around dams. Each stock will have 
to be restored independently, and 
some have better chances than 
others because their remaining 
habitat is still intact and/or more 
accessible because there are fewer 
dams to pass. 

Salmon Reintroduction: What Is a Salmon 
Stock, And Why Are They Important?
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In December, 2013, Ktunaxa 
Nation Council staff and BC’s 
Columbia River Treaty Review 
Team reached broad agreement on 
recommendations regarding the 
future of the Columbia River Treaty.  
This agreement is described in a BC 
– KNC ‘Joint Engagement Report’ 
which sets out KNC interests, 
principles and proposed tools with 
respect to the future of the Columbia 
River Treaty and BC’s response.  
BC’s Columbia River Treaty 2014 
Review Team also released their 
proposed recommendations to 
government in December.  These 
recommendations also addressed 
KNC comments.  The agreement 
package will be presented to the 
Lands and Resources Council and 
the Ktunaxa Nation Executive 
Council for approval.

KNC leaders and staff had worked 
with BC’s Columbia River Treaty 
2014 Review Team for two years to 
try to develop a common approach to 
the possible renewal of the Columbia 
River Treaty.  Representatives 
from the Government of Canada 
also participated in this process.  
A key Nation meeting was held 
on May 31st, 2013 at which time 
Nation members provided a lot of 
input about the past impacts of the 
treaty and how the treaty should 
be improved.  Important meetings 
involving representatives of the 
KNC, BC and Canada occurred in 

May, July and October 2013.

Issues addressed in the Joint 
Engagement Report include: (i) 
Ktunaxa stewardship and protection 
of Ktunaxa aboriginal rights; (ii) 
salmon restoration; (iii) protection 
of cultural heritage resources; 
(iv) ecosystem management; (v) 
US:Canada co-management of 
Libby Dam/Koocanusa reservoir; 
(vi) redress of historic impacts on 
Ktunaxa rights; (vii) climate change; 
and (viii) economic benefits.  

Salmon restoration remains a 
challenging issue.  BC and Canada 
have been told repeatedly by the 
KNC that the potential renewal 
of the Columbia River Treaty 
presents a tremendous opportunity 
to establish a joint US-Canada 
program to restore salmon to the 
upper Columbia.  There is strong 
interest in salmon restoration within 
US tribes and more broadly within 
the US.  The BC government wants 
to defer to Canada, which has 
responsibility for  salmon, on the 
issue of salmon restoration.  The 
KNC, working with the Canadian 
Columbia River inter-tribal 
Fisheries Commission, is going to 
continue to insist that now is the 
time to move forward on salmon 
restoration.

Important progress has been made 
on the issue  of historic impacts 

of CRT dams and reservoirs on 
Ktunaxa Nation rights.  Agreement 
has been reached at a senior level 
within the government of BC to 
enter into exploratory discussions 
with the KNC about this issue.

The Columbia River Treaty 
between Canada and the US was 
finalized in 1964.  It allowed for 
the construction and coordinated 
operation of four dams and 
reservoirs: Mica (Kinbasket 
reservoir), Hugh Keenleyside 
(Arrow reservoir), Duncan and 
Libby (Koocanusa reservoir.)  The 
treaty will continue indefinitely 
with two important exceptions: (i) 
either Canada or the US can give 
ten years notice, no earlier than 
2014, to terminate the treaty; (ii) 
flood control changes automatically 
in 2024 from ‘assured flood control’ 
(flood control operations planned a 
year or more in advance) to ‘called-
upon flood control’ in which the US 
can ask BC in emergency situations 
to operate the Canadian treaty dams 
to hold more water in Canadian 
Reservoirs to prevent flooding 
down the River.  

For more information, please 
contact Bill Green 
(bgreen@ktunaxa.org) or 
Nicole Kapell 
(njkapell@ktunaxa.org).

Possible renewal of the Columbia River Treaty

In 2013 my employment with 
Canadian Columbia River Inter-
tribal Fisheries Commission 
(CCRIFC) amazed me with 
the technology, techniques and 
procedures taught to me, hands 
on. What impressed me most are 
the electrofishing procedures.  I 
was and could still be against the 
method, but it is science, it’s been 
proved and I have seen it with my 
own eyes. I’ve been taught and I am 
doing it.  I tell myself, my mind and 
heart that I am doing this to help, 
future fish. Am I helping the aquatic 
world by electrofishing or am I 
rationalizing or is it just an excuse 
for my actions. I ask myself again 
and again … am I really helping? 
You be the judge…

Electrofishing uses electricity to 
stun fish before they are caught. 
Electrofishing is a common 
scientific survey method used 
to sample fish populations to 
determine abundance, density, 
and species composition. When 
performed correctly, electrofishing 
results in no permanent harm to 
fish, which return to their natural 

state in as little as two minutes after 
being stunned.

Electrofishing relies on two 
electrodes which deliver current 
into the water to stun fish. A high-
voltage difference causes a current 

to flow from the anode to the 
cathode, when a fish encounters 
a large enough potential gradient 
on this path, it becomes affected 
by the electricity. Usually pulsed 
direct current (DC) is applied, 
which causes galvanotaxis in the 

fish. Galvanotaxis is uncontrolled 
muscular convulsion that results in 
the fish swimming toward the anode. 
At least two people are required for 
an effective electrofishing crew: 
one to operate the anode, and the 
other to catch the stunned fish with 
a dip net.

There are three different types of 
electrofishers used in BC in field 
conditions ranging from small 
streams to large rivers or lakes. The 
three types are called, Backpack, 
tote, and a boat electrofishing.

Boat Electrofishing was a blast! We 
fished the tailrace of Mica Dam (150 
kms North of Revelstoke). At Mica 
we observed some Rainbow, caught 
Mountain Whitefish, Kokanee 
Salmon and of course them huge 
Bull Trout! I loved fishing in the 
dark off the boat and experiencing 
this in winter conditions (snowing 
and windy).  During the day 
we would use the Back Pack 
Electrofisher to capture the sculpin 
and caught a few juvenile Kokanee.  
This trip was the second of the 
three year project. This portion 
was the Capture session when we 
catch the fish via electrofishing two 
methods we used was the backpack 
and at night we boat elecrofished. 
The fish measurements, species, 
weight, length and the numbers 
were recorded and then they were 
released.

Let’s go to another area of our 
territory leaving Mica Dam and 
head over to the Upper Fording 
River this is where I experienced 
the most educating experience 
ever! I backpack electrofished there 
too. Starting at the head waters and 
into the Fording Mine site down to 
Josephine Falls near Elkford, where 
the only fish species in this river is 
the indigenous Westslope Cutthroat 
Trout. This is amazing hands on 
experience for beginners who have 
great teachers. I learned how to 
Electrofish properly using the Pool, 
Glide, and Riffle method. I learned 
how to track tagged fish to a gain 
of zero (ground truth) with the fish 
tracker. Do habitat assessments.  I 
even learned how to pit tag the 
juvenile, experienced Station 
Maintenance and downloading 
of the tagged fish. I didn’t get to 
snorkel this year but I watched my 
co-workers and observed, next year 
maybe, since this is a three year 
project.

I cannot forget to inform you about 
the mandatory personal protection 
equipment that all certified 
electrofisher operators must to wear 
when electrofishing. Chest waders 

What is Electrofishing?

Continued next page........
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“Self-knowledge and transmitted 
teachings are equally important, 
and people cannot effectively learn 
their purpose and actualize that 
purpose unless they receive both.” 
Marie Battiste

Marie Battiste, a First Nations 
professor at the University of 
Saskatchewan, has stated, “People 
must know their own gifts 
and capabilities, strengths and 
weaknesses, interests and limits to 
be able to develop their self-esteem 
and concept of self. Self-knowledge 
and transmitted teachings are 
equally important, and people 
cannot effectively learn their 
purpose and actualize that purpose 
unless they receive both.”

Ktunaxa community members in 
Akisqnuk, Aqam and Tobacco 
Plains are developing portfolios. 
This program is part of the 
Aboriginal Health and Human 
Resources Initiative, a collaboration 
between Ktunaxa Nation Council 
Social Investment Sector and the 

College of the Rockies. 

The portfolio, which includes a 
personal profile, goals and evidence 
of competence, is a collection of 
materials which records and verifies 
an adult’s knowledge and skills. 
The portfolio can also be a legacy 
of one’s life story for family and 
friends. 

Participants have individual reasons 
for developing a portfolio. Some 
benefits are:
• Increased awareness of skills 

and competencies and how they 
can be developed

• Improved ability to reflect on 
home and work activities

• Increased self confidence and 
motivation to pursue learning 
which meets their goals

• Legacy for family.
Writing your life story is one part 
of the portfolio. Chief Bev Sellars 
of the Soda Creek First Nation has 
written about her residential school 
experiences in her book ‘They Call 
Me Number One’. She encourages 

people to write their story: “.. only 
by writing and thinking about it 
did I really start to understand how 
destructive those teachings at the 
school were, so I really encourage 
others... I always encourage others, 
even if they burn it in the end, I 
always encourage people to write 
about their stories.”

Creating a portfolio is like taking 
a course on yourself, reflecting 
on what you have learned from 
your experiences, your strengths, 
goals and areas for growth. 
Acknowledging the effort required 
to develop a portfolio and the 
resulting benefits, the College of 
the Rockies is in the process of 
awarding credit.

If you would like to join one of 
the groups or just learn more 
about developing a portfolio, 
contact Douglas Mitchell at the 
KNC building. (250-489-2464 
dmitchell@ktunaxa.org)

Why Develop a ‘Portfolio’?

(not hip waders) that are durable, 
waterproof, leak-free. Wading belt, 
make sure to have this snug and 
tight so it keeps water out!  Wading 
footwear, to help from slipping in 
the water and may also help with 
ankle support. Polarized sunglasses, 
they reduce the surface glare from 
the water, allowing wearers to see 
into the water and locate fish as well 
as logs and boulders that may be a 
hazard to wading. Hat, with a brim 
(front) a baseball cap or visor is best 
this helps reduce overhead glare 
from the sun and, in combination 
with polarized sunglasses, increases 
visibility into the water. 15” (38 
cm) long linesman or power line 
technician (PLT) gloves, with a 
rolled cuff, to interrupt water flow 
from the glove to the user and 
nullify current flow.  They must 
be certified to resist a minimum of 
5,000 volts and must obviously be 
leak free.

Impacts of Electrofishing to fish and 
habitats can be: fish damage or kill 
by electrocution, fish development, 
broke equipment, damage to 
eggs and alevins in gravel, rough 
handling-low O2, temperature 
changes, incorrect fish recovery 
procedures, operator injury or 
death, rough handling. When fish 
are injured during elecrofishing, it 
usually indicates that the procedure 
is being done incorrectly. The 
Extent of damage is related to the 
intensity of the electrical field and 
the duration of exposure. Injuries to 
fish can be minimized or avoided 
by:
•  Using the lowest effective voltage 
   setting;
•  Using the largest practical anode 
   for each sampling situation;
•  Using an appropriate duty cycle 
   for the target species;
•  Capturing the immobilized fish 
   as soon as possible to minimize 
   the durations of exposure to the 
   electrical field;
•  Not allowing the fish to get too 
   close to the anode when the power 
   is on; keep the anode in constant 
   motion to maintained distance 
   between the fish and the anode;
•  Using continuous DC if possible, 
   otherwise use the lower end of 
   recommended frequency ranges 
   for different species and fish sizes. 
   AC should be avoided.

Thank you for reading my 
Electrofishing experience this is 
just one of the experiences working 
with CCRIFC has given me.
Taxa,

JoAnne Fisher
Ktunaxa Nation Council
Canadadian Columbia River Inter-
tribal Fisheries Commission
Junior Field Technician/Species at 
Risk
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Three BC First Nations ratify land 
codes Replace Indian Act land 
provisions with own land law...

On December 14th, 2013, the 
Skowkale, Yakweakwioose and 
Aitchelitz First Nations all ratified 
their communities’ land codes.

With ratification these First 
Nations can assume direct control 
over their own reserve lands, 
taking over from the Department 
of Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development Canada.

These First Nations, in an 

unprecedented vote with 95%, 
100% and 94% (respectfully) 
of registered voters casting 
their ballots in favour of Land 
Governance (under the Framework 
Agreement on First Nation Land 
Management), sent a clear message 
that they are ready and willing to 
regain control over their lands and 
resources.  Congratulations!

“I am so pleased with the 
overwhelming community Land 
Code votes for the Skowkale, 
Yakweakwioose and Aitchelitz First 
Nations who are part of the Sto:lo 
Nation.” said Chief Robert Louie of 

the First Nations Land Advisory 
Board. Chief Robert Louie 
added “...Land Management 
jurisdiction will unquestionably 
bring immense benefits to them 
and the people of the Fraser 
Valley and surrounding area.”

Similarly, St. Mary’s Indian Band 
(?aqam) is preparing for our 
vote· April 14 – 16, 2014 

For more information contact:
Bonnie Harvey  
bharvey@ktunaxa.org 
ph. (250) 426-5717 x3522

Teck Coal IMBA Update #8
What is an IMBA?
An IMBA stands for, “Impact 
Management and Benefit 
Agreement”.   It is a type of 
agreement that is negotiated 
between First Nations and a 
company that wants to develop a 
project in a First Nation’s territory.  
An IMBA is an agreement that 
spells out:
•  how impacts to the land are going 
   to managed, now and in future 
•  what benefits are going to be 
   shared with the First Nation   
•  how the First Nation and the 
   company will work together, 
   going into the future. 
 
IMBAs are one tool that can help 
make sure that a First Nation’s 
interests are front and centre in 
land developments, now and into 
the future.  The KNC is currently 
negotiating an IMBA with Teck 
Coal.  Why?  

Teck Coal operates 5 open pit coal 
mines in the Elk Valley.  Many of 
those mines will run out of coal in 
the coming years, and Teck wishes 
to expand the mines to access new 
coal.   The current mines and, if 
they are expanded, the expanded 
mines,  represent big impacts to the 
land in the Elk Valley and they also 
provide significant benefit (jobs, 
tax revenue, contracts) to the region 
and the provincial government.  
Teck’s first major mine expansion 
is the proposed Line Creek Mine 
Expansion, about 15 kilometres 
north of Sparwood.  (see map)

In November 2011, the Ktunaxa 
Nation Executive Council 
authorized a negotiating team to 
begin negotiating with Teck on 
how the impacts associated with 
the mines will be managed, the 
Ktunaxa Nation’s role in on-going 
stewardship in the Elk Valley, and 
how the Ktunaxa will be recognized 
by way of benefits.

Although the Line Creek Mine 
Expansion started the IMBA 
negotiations with Teck, both Teck 
and the KNC negotiating team have 
agreed that some measures within 
the IMBA will apply to all of Teck’s 
mines in the Elk Valley.

Topics that are currently being 
negotiated include:  
•  employment and training
•  business development
•  environmental stewardship
•  financial payments
•  representation of Ktunaxa culture 
   and language on Teck sites
•  procedures and management 
   plans for Ktunaxa cultural 
   resources on Teck properties
•  Ktunaxa access to Teck properties

The IMBA is as much about 
managing the significant impact 
of the mines, the benefits flowing 
from those mines, as it is about 
ensuring that the Ktunaxa receive 
the recognition and respect for its 
historic, current and ongoing role 
and responsibility to the land. 

There is a constructive and respectful 
tone at the KNC-Teck negotiating 
table, and both KNC and Teck are 
working hard to resolve difficult 
issues and set a positive working 
relationship going into the future, if 
the IMBA is approved.

The negotiating team is aiming to 
have a draft IMBA for citizen and 
leadership review this spring.  A 
two-day workshop is being planned 
for the spring, which will focus on 
1) reclamation planning.  This is 
about what happens to the land after 
it is mined; 2) water quality in the 
Elk Valley.  We will also have one 
day set aside to review, in detail, the 
draft IMBA.  Community sessions 
will also be held on the draft IMBA.  
Stay tuned for more information 
on this workshop and community 
sessions.

KNC negotiating team is currently 
visiting each community council to 
provide an update on negotiations.

If you would like more detailed 
information on the IMBA contact:
 Denine Milner (dmilner@ktunaxa.
org; 250.417.4022)

If you would like to become part of 
email update list, send an email to:  
lands@ktunaxa.org

Did you know?
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The evaluation of critical habitat is 
in the early stages of investigation. 
However, some notable 
observations were made in 2012, 
including a high proportion of 
tagged fish overwintering in three 
deep, slow, pools with possible 
groundwater influence; two of the 
pools are part of constructed habitat 
on the Fording River Operations 
property.

6/7. What are the movement 
patterns and why? What is the WCT 
distribution seasonally?
The evaluation of movement 
patterns and distribution is in the 
preliminary stages of investigation. 
Seasonal movement patterns 
between summer rearing and over 
wintering habitat are meeting 
expectations for a migratory fluvial 
behaviour.

Dynamic ice conditions, the 
presence or absence of surface 
water (e.g., channel dewatering) 
and groundwater, and water depths 
appear to be influencing over-winter 
habitat selection by sub-adult and 
adult fish.

Work Planned for 2013
The following work is planned for 
2013:

• 2012 aerial photographs are  
  currently being used to map  
  available fish habitat in the study 
  area.
• The work completed in 2012 to 
  implant radio transmitters
  and tag fish will be repeated on an 
  additional suite of fish. Fish 
  tracking will continue on a 
  monthly basis and weekly during 
  the spring staging and spawning 
  season (May 15 to July 30).
• Juvenile and sub-adult/adult  
  population monitoring.
• The physical condition of fish,
  habitat measurements, and water 
  temperature will continue to be 
  recorded.

Contact Information
Should you have any questions, 
concerns or feedback regarding
the Upper Fording River Westslope 
Cutthroat Trout Study, please 
contact Glenda Fratton at 
glenda.fratton@teck.com

Introduction
In 2012, Teck commissioned 
a multi-year project to better 
understand the status of Westslope 
cutthroat trout (WCT) population in 
the upper Fording River watershed 
upstream of Josephine Falls. This 
fish population is recognized as 
being particularly vulnerable to 
water quality challenges such as 
selenium. The goal of the project 
is to determine whether the upper 
Fording WCT population is healthy, 
robust and sustainable.

Westslope Fisheries Ltd., in 
partnership with the Canadian 
Columbia River Inter-tribal 
Fisheries Commission were retained 
by Teck to undertake the project, 
under the guidance and direction of 
a Steering Committee, consisting of 
representatives from the Ktunaxa 
Nation Council, B.C. Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations, Fisheries and 
Oceans Canada, Dr. Carl Schwarz 
(Simon Fraser University), and 
Teck. 

Westslope cutthroat trout are a 
provincially blue-listed species in 
BC, and are listed as a species of 
special concern under the federal 
Species at Risk Act. This is because 
there has been a drastic decline of 
WCT populations in their traditional 
range due to many factors including 
over-harvest, habitat degradation 
and the introduction of non-native 
fish species; and WCT readily cross 
breed with non-native rainbow 
trout.

Project Overview
The initial study design was planned 
and developed through three 
Steering Committee workshops and 
one public information session held 
in 2012. The key questions that the 
project team is seeking to answer 
are:
1. What is a viable WCT 
    population?
2. Is the WCT population 
    sustainable?
3. Are the fish healthy (based on 
    physical condition)?
4. Is it one interconnected 
    population or multiple 
    populations?
5. What are the habitats (critical 
    and overall)?
6. What are the movement patterns 
    and why?
7. What is the WCT distribution 
    seasonally?

The study area is the upper Fording 
River watershed, above Josephine 
Falls. The project extends from 
2012 to 2015, and includes:

• Radio telemetry work to assist in 
  understanding fish movement

  patterns, seasonal distribution, 

  habitat use and life history.
• Telemetry involves tracking fish 
  that have been implanted with  
  radio transmitters;
• Population monitoring to obtain 
   information on the size and age  
  structure of the population; and
• Habitat mapping and 
  characterization to determine the 
  amount of habitat available, how 
  it is used, and to identify critical 
  habitat.

Work Completed in 2012
Field work began in August 2012:

• 60 sub-adult and adult fish were 
  implanted with radio transmitters 
  over a 52 km long area, and 
  tracked on a monthly basis.
• 211 fish were marked with 
  coloured tags for the purposes of 
  obtaining an estimate of the 
  population size during the annual 
  September snorkel surveys.
• All captured fish were examined 
  externally for physical condition 
  and the 60 fish implanted with 
  transmitters were also examined 
  internally.
• Habitat measurements and water 
  temperature were also recorded.

Progress on answering the key 
study questions:
1. What is a viable WCT 
    population?
Based on a literature review 
of viability analysis, a viable 
population of WCT can range 
between 470 and 4,600 adults.

2. Is the WCT population 
sustainable?
The 2012 snorkel surveys 
produced a population estimate of 
approximately 2,600 subadult and 
adult fish which is within the range 
expected for a headwater population 
within the upper Kootenay River 
watershed. These preliminary 
results indicate that with suitable 
management strategies, the upper 
Fording River WCT population 
could be self-sustaining.

3. Are the fish healthy?
Based on physical examinations 
of mature fish, the fish appear to 
be in good condition and robust 
compared to similar populations 
elsewhere in the region.

4. Is it one interconnected population 
or multiple populations?
The telemetry work conducted to 
date on sub-adult and adult fish 
supports existing genetic studies that 
show that this is one interconnected 
cutthroat population. Additional 
work in the mainstem, headwater 
reaches, and tributaries of the upper
Fording River, is being done to 
address the question.

5. What are the habitats (critical 
and overall)?

Upper Fording River Westslope Cutthroat Trout Study
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Trade Your Treasures is located at 1 
101 7th Ave S, Cranbrook BC (look 
for the blue awning) 250 426 4046 
open Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 am 
– 5:00 pm.
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Trade-Your-Treasures-
Consignment/369760089784199

Kootenay Country Carver and 
Tatters Ink Airbrush Tattoos
Chris March(r.), Artist Owner 
Operator of Kootenay Country 
Carving and Tatters Ink Airbrush 
Tattoos,  Chris is Blackfeet and 
lives in the Kootenay region with 
her four children.  She has been in 
the region for over 40 years living 

Semper Fi Business Essentials

Trade Your Treasures
On October 12, 2013 Kootenay 
Aboriginal Business Development 
Agency announced the winners of 
the Kootenay Aboriginal Business 
Awards.  This year there were 4 
categories sponsored by partners in 
the business spectrum.  Trade Your 
Treasures was awarded New (or 
expanded) Business sponsored by 
All Nations Trust Company.
 
Trade Your Treasures is owned 
and operated by Chris and Deanna 
Johnson.  Previously Deanna 
was in the business of managing 
Campbell’s Consignment for 2 years 
before the tragic fire that destroyed 
the business.  She enjoyed the work 
immensely that led her to listen to 
the many loyal clients of Campbell’s 
that encouraged her to open her own 
store.  On September 2012 Deanna 
opened Trade Your Treasures with 
the help of her husband Chris.
 
Renovations are currently underway 
to give the store a face lift for the 
new year.  Trade Your Treasures 
has a wide variety of baby clothing, 
baby equipment, outer wear, 
wedding gowns and evening wear.  
Most recently they have expanded 
to sporting goods, native crafts, 
furniture, and appliances.  Like 
any retail store Deanna ensures 
she is current with the seasons 
and encourages feedback from her 
clients to make suggestions on what 
they would like her to supply.
 
Baby equipment is always in 
big demand with her clientele 
that come from all areas of the 
Kootenay’s from the Elk Valley, 
Central Kootenay and Columbia 
Valley.  As an added feature Deanna 
incorporated a children’s play area 
so the moms and dads can shop 
freely throughout her store.
 
Deanna said, “There is a sense of 
community with all consignment 
and second hand stores in the area.  
We look out for each other and 
recommend ones store if we do not 
have an item in stock.”
 
Trade Your Treasures accepts items 
on Tuesday’s. The items do need to 
be cleaned and in good condition.   
There is a 50/50 exchange policy.  If 
the items are not in good condition 
they will be donated elsewhere or 
the option to retrieve the items.
 
Deanna would like to thank Tobacco 
Plains Band, Marcella’s Clothing, 
Salvation Army and Zellers for 
assisting to furnish the store when it 
was just starting out and the clientele 
from Campbell’s Consignment who 
continues to support her today.
 

2013 KABDA Award Winners
in Skookumchuk, BC
 
Chris is a carver with many talents. 
Her passion is wood carving of 
native faces.  She has been carving 
for 20 years and has never thought 
of doing anything else.
 
She also does soap stone carvings.  
She refers to the soap stone as 
nature’s canvass.  Chris is very 
soft spoken and definitely shows in 
her art work when it comes to her 
carving with Emu egg shells. The 
emu egg shell has three layers that 
are of different colours, some eggs 
surprise her with a fourth layer.  At 
first glance you think the eggs are 
painted, but they are in fact carved 
to expose the different coloured 
layers.  Chris has been doing this 
type of carving for 15 years. She is 
happy to say that her art work has 
also gone international.
 
Chris has recently added airbrushing 
to her home based business.  
Airbrushing is an expression of art 
as she creates her own designs and 
makes her own stencils.  In recent 
years her airbrushing business 
traveled to many local events 
in the region including Baynes 
Lake, Cranbrook, Trail, Montrose, 
Fairmont. She has also done some 
graduation ceremonies for those 
who want the flare of airbrushing. 
 
Her art work is available through 
the winter months and airbrushing 
available in the summer months.   
chrismarsh34@yahoo.ca 
www.tatterslink.com

Semper Fi Business Essentials
Robin Louie Owner Operator, 
Semper Fi Business Essentials 
located in Creston BC, helps small 
businesses operators fulfill their 
dreams.
 
Semper Fi Business Essentials 
was incorporated in April and has 
since steadily been working with 
local aboriginal businesses.  This 
business was modeled after his US 
business, Double Dog Designs,  
which is still active and offers 
services to US business operations.
 
Semper Fi Business Essentials 
offers Research and Consultation, 
Business evaluations and Market 
Research. Robin likes to provide a 
service that is of reasonable price 
for his clients.
 
Robin enjoys assisting his clients 
by getting a better understating of 
their business goals and objectives.  
This also helps Robin when it 
comes to advocating with larger 

Trade Your Treasures

Continued next page........
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Kootenay region has to offer them.
 
He also offers workshops that are a 
broad spectrum geared to individual 
capacity building from balancing a 
cheque book to time management 
and reading financial statements, 
etc.
 
Robin is a Ktunaxa Nation citizen 
and a Councillor for the Lower 
Kootenay Band.  He sits on the 
Nation’s Economic Sector Council 
and is passionate about building a 
productive, economically viable 
government.  He is leading the 
process in ensuring his Nation works 
toward a First Nation Brand that 
will set a standard in the corporate 
world that illustrates the Ktunaxa 
are the stewards of the territory. 
SFBEssentials@gmail.com 

Tobacco Plains Duty Free Store
Tobacco Plains Duty Free was 
awarded the Business of the Year 
sponsored by RBC Aboriginal 
Banking.
 
Tobacco Plains Duty Free opened 
its doors in October 1989.  It is 
located along the BC/Montana 
border crossing at 5600 British 
Columbia 93 Roosville, BC.  
October 2014 they will celebrate 
their 25th anniversary. Debra 
Kotulak, Manager, mentioned 
that Dan Gravelle of Tobacco 
Plains Band along with Helder 
Ponte, Ktunaxa Nation Council 
were both instrumental in helping 
Tobacco Plains Indian Band with 
the development and licensing 
of the Tobacco Plains Duty Free 
from inception.  Helder said 
“Tobacco Plains Band exceeded 
the expectations they had for the 
duty free when they wrote the 
original business plan.”  Indeed 
the Duty Free continues to exceed 
expectations, in 2008 the Tobacco 
Plains Duty Free was awarded the 
Frontier Duty Free Association 
Platinum Award – Category A, the 
highest achievement of the FDFA.
 
Debra Kotulak has been managing 
the Duty Free since May of 2005 
and said, “a business like the Duty 
Free cannot be successful without 
its employees. In the last 5 years 
we have lost a couple of valued 
employees to retirement. Both Trena 
Andrews and Linda Gravelle are 
missed by those of us that remain.  
Terry Luke has been working at the 
Duty Free for 16 years.  When he is 
not on shift our regular customers 
frequently ask us “Where is the 
Cowboy?” “In the last five years we 
have added Judy-Lou McDonald, 
Judith Morvai and Penny Halwas 
to the team.  This summer we 
added Mary Munro to the line-up.  
Everyone chips in with the new 
staff; before we know it we have 
another valuable team player.  They 
all work together, supporting each 

other.  Everyone shines differently, 
and by encouraging this team to 
work on what they enjoy to do their 
best, we can deliver the best.”
 
The Duty Free is well known for 
its superior customer service and 
operates in a professional manner 
and adheres to the many regulations 
of Canadian Custom.  Every year 
to share their appreciation the 
Duty Free hosts a Canada Day 
Celebration with a barbeque that is 
a huge hit to both the American and 
Canadian customers. 
 
The Duty Free is governed by 
the Tobacco Plains Development 
Corporation consisting of 5 Board 
of directors.  During the November 
06, 2013 Annual General Assembly; 
Cindy Curry and Sarah Gravelle 
were re-elected to the board where 
Marion Gravelle, Tanya Brewer, and 
Wally Gravelle were newly elected.  
http://www.dutyfreecanada.com/
stores/tobacco-plains-duty-free/

Thanks to our 2013 Kootenay 
Aboriginal Business Awards 
Sponsors
Kootenay Aboriginal Business 
Development Agency would 
like to thank all the sponsors for 
contributing to the 2013 Kootenay 
Aboriginal Business Awards 
without hesitation.

• Leonard Bell - RBC Aboriginal 
  Banking sponsored the Business 
  of the Year category 
• Donna Kraus-Hagerman - College 

  of the Rockies sponsored the 
  Youth Entrepreneur (under age 30) 
  category 
• Paul Donald - All Nations Trust 
  Company sponsored the New (or 

  expanded) Business category 
• Aron Burke - Invermere Kootenay 
  Savings Credit Union sponsored 
  the Best Business displayed at the 
  Trade Show category.

Kootenay Country Carver and Tatters Ink Airbrush Tattoos

Tobacco Plains Duty Free Store

Helder Ponte, Director of KNC 
Economic Sector is leaving his 
duties after over 30 years with 
the Ktunaxa Nation Council.  
Helder has contributed to so many 
economic ventures for the Ktunaxa 
nation as well offering his expertise 
to the nation communities. 

He will be dearly missed by all 
those who have had the opportunity 
to work with him over his many 
years with the organization.  
His presence will certainly be 
missed as he had a very unique 
way of introducing himself as he 
pronounced his own name to those 
Elders in the Ktunaxa nation.

Best of luck Helder!

Ktunaxa Nation Council Economic Sector Director Moves On
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As of January 14, 2014 we have 
no more flu vaccines available, 
however if more vaccines DO come 
to us, we will let staff & community 
members know. Please watch for 
postings. In the meantime, do your 

best to stay healthy:
*wash your hands often
*sneeze & cough into your sleeve
*avoid sick people & crowds of 
  people
*get lots of rest, fresh air & exercise

*eat healthy food & drink fresh 
  water.

If you do get sick, stay home. 
Drink plenty of fluids, rest, take 
Tylenol for aches & pains. If you 

have sudden onset of a high fever, 
headache, coughing, aches & pains 
with extreme fatigue, your illness is 
likely one of the flu viruses. There 
are many flu-like viruses circulating 
as well!

The flu vaccine is very effective in 
preventing 3 of the worst influenza 
viruses each year. Flu viruses mutate 
easily so that is why you need to get 
immunized yearly. Those at most 
risk are babies & children, Elders 
and people with compromised 
immune systems such as diabetes,
cancer & other chronic illnesses.

Hepatitis B
We have a stock of Hepatitis B 
vaccine available that will become 
outdated in March. Hep B is a 
serious liver disease caused by a 
virus that is spread through sexual 
contact or via blood transfer. There 
are 3 shots in the series at 0, 1 & 6 
months.

Measles, Mumps, Rubella
There were some cases of measles 
diagnosed in the Lower Mainland 
before Christmas. As well, mumps 
were found in the Lethbridge area. 
These diseases are still circulating 
and can cause serious side-effects 
as well as scaring. Most people 
have received one dose however if 
you were born in 1970 or later, two 
doses of MMR are recommended.

Pertussis (or Whooping Cough)
Pertussis is a serious bacterial 
infection of the airways. 
Complications include pneumonia,
seizures, brain damage or even 
death. Most children have been 
immunized against pertussis 
however the germs are still out 
there and can affect children (and 
adults!) who are not protected by 
routine vaccinations.

Tetaus/Diphtheria vaccine is due 
every 10 years. Are you protected?
We also do Tuberculosis Screening 
– and will be holding clinics in the 
near future.

In Canada we are so fortunate to 
have many immunizations available 
to us. In many developing countries 
children die because of the many 
diseases we are able to avoid 
with vaccines. Learn more about 
vaccines, diseases & all sorts of 
health related issues on the web at:

http://www.healthlinkbc.ca/
servicesresources/healthlinkbcfiles/

Contact your CHNs to book an 
appointment for immunization. 
250-489-2464

STAY HEALTHY! from Kathy & 
Myanne, CHNs

Ktunaxa Nation Health News Update Vaccines

Half The City is the full-length album debut of St. Paul & The Broken Bones. Based out of Birmingham, 
Alabama, and featuring Ktunaxa Nation member Jesse Phillips on bass, the album harkens back to the re-
gion’s classic roots while extending the form with electrifying potency. You can read more on the band and 
purchase Half The City at their website,  www.stpaulandthebrokenbones.com.

After years of dedication and persistence from the Tobacco Plains Health Program, it is with honour for 
me to announce we have been the recipient of a greatly appreciated donation from Teck Coal in the amount 
of $25,000.00 to help with the purchase of a Brand New 2014 Dodge Caravan.  The vehicle has been a 
long awaited wish for our health employees.  Having a secure and dependable vehicle for client medical 
transportation and elder activities alleviates stress and financial strain of the Tobacco Plains Health Program 
and the employees.  And now with pleasure I would like to thank Teck Coal for the Donation, Tobacco Plains 
Chief and Council and Administration for their continued support both financially and technical, and Shannon 
Girling-Herbert for her assistance, input and feedback regarding my anticipated strategies. 

From left to right: Nick Millegan, Zoe Gravelle , Ann Hall , Daniel Churchill.

St. Paul & The Broken Bones

 A Greatly Appreciated Donation From Teck Coal
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On March 18, 2013 five Ktunaxa 
Nation members headed to the 
Canadian Forces Naval Base in 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, to attend the 
Women’s Influencer Event. This 
was event hosted by the Canadian 
Military as part of their national 
recruitment strategy. Currently, 
women only make up 14 % of the 
Canadian Forces. The Canadian 
Government has mandated that 
this number be increased to 25%. 
In order to reach this goal, the 
Canadian Forces has put on a series 
of events to target career advisors, 
influencers, and prospects. The 
goal is that educating female career 
counsellors and potential recruits 
across Canada as to the limitless 
opportunities that are available to 
women in the Canadian Forces, 
more women might be persuaded to 
consider this as a career path.
 
The Ktunaxa Nation was represented 
by four prospects: Pauline Andrew, 
Bambi Lane, Nicole Louie, and 
Tara Stanley, along with two career 
advisors: Eldene Stanley from 
the RCMP and Diana Dearden, 
Employment Assistance Officer 
from the KNC. Over three days, this 
group had to opportunity to catch a 
glimpse of life in the Canadian Navy 
along with talk to numerous women 
serving in the army, air force, and 
navy regarding the experiences and 
challenges they have encountered. 
Highlights included a tour of the 
Damage Control School and the 
Fleet Diving Unit, as well as a day 
sail on the HMCS Iroquois.
 
The Canadian Forces offers 
the opportunity for stable long-
term employment, benefits, 
paid education, and continuing 
professional development.  In 
regards to employment equity, the 
Canadian Forces has adopted a 
‘no exclusion policy.’ This means 
that it has become one of the only 
militaries in the world to remove all 
barriers to full and equal service for 
all its members and women have 
the opportunity to work any job 
in the Canadian Forces. There are 
also many programs for aboriginal 
applicants such as the Aboriginal 
Leadership Opportunity Year, the 
Summer Training Program, and the 
Canadian Forces Aboriginal Entry 
Program. The Canadian Forces 
Aboriginal Entry Program is the 
opportunity to explore a career in 
the military, get ready for training 
expectations, and learn about 
military culture before making the 
decision to join.
 
For more information, check out the 
website at forces.ca or contact Diana 
Dearden, Employment Assistance 
Officer, at 250-489-2464, ext. 3196 
or DDearden@ktunaxa.org.

Ktunaxa Nation members attend Women’s Influencer Event

At a meeting on January 16th, Cranbrook Mayor Wayne Stetski, on behalf 
of Cranbrook City Council, presented the Ktunaxa Nation Executive with a 
proclamation signifying October 21st 2013 to October 21st 2014 as a “Year of 
Reconciliation”.
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By Michele Sam

Ki’suk Kyukyit kukan makut. 
I wish you all the best this coming 
year. 

As we, the Ktunaxa people 
continue to work towards self-
governance through nation based 
community determined processes, 
and community determined, nation 
based initiatives, I have been 
focused upon whose knowledge 
is grounding the developments we 
choose to participate within and 
whose directions we are taking. I 
am interested in this topic because 
I am Ktunaxa. I have also been 
privileged to become a scholar and 
a researcher. I am also a mother 
and a relative. I am not interested 
in repeating a colonial history or 
copying mainstream systems and 
ideas that are well documented 
in letting their own people down. 
So I have been taking what I have 
learned from my formal western 
education, and been looking deeply 
at what is developing here at home, 
within our territory and within our 
relationships.

Back in 2011, through the Regional 
Governance Transition Initiatives, 
we received a pilot grant from 

Kloshe Tillicum to look at what 
knowledge grounds the decisions 
we make. What we found was a 
systemic “knowledge outsourcing” 
where information generated and 
utilized was not ours, as Ktunaxa 
people, but provided to us or 
required of us. What was apparent 
was we were all doing a lot of 
work, but not on nation rebuilding 
per se, but on reporting out on how 
we were “aboriginal” and meeting 
criteria for being “indian” and 
an “indian problem”.  As a result 
of these initial insights, a second 
development grant was submitted 
and approved for the current 
research project underway.

This project is focused upon 
interviewing Ktunaxa nation 
members to find out how to use the 
Ktunaxa cultural curriculum they 
have developed to benefit us, the 
Ktunaxa people as we continue to 
be Ktunaxa into the future. I have 
had the pleasure of having the time, 
energy and focus of a number of 
people, to talk about knowledge, to 
talk about how to access knowledge 
and about research relationships 
and how structures of how we talk 
about what we talk about shifts 
what we think about, what action 
(if any we take) and how we assert 

Restoring Ktunaxa Knowledge Relationships

SURPLUS TRUCKS FOR SALE
Attention Ktunaxa Nation Members, Nupqu is selling some of its surplus 

trucks, first opportunity for purchase is going to Nation Members!

2004 Ford F150 XLT Crew Cab Red 
~193,000kms

Automatic V8 4WD Power Windows
Asking $7000.00

2007 Chevy Silverado 1500 Crew Cab 
Blue ~275,000kms
Automatic V8 4WD
Asking $ 2000.00

2006 Ford F250SD XLT Crew Cab Silver 
~132,000kms

Standard 5-Speed Transmission 4WD
Asking $9500.00

Please Contact Tim LaRade (250) 919-2370 for Enquiries

our intellectual sovereignty through 
doing our own work in knowledge 
relationships whether they are work 
based, family based, or re-emerging 
cultural and language practices. It is 
quite exciting, but we are not quite 
ready to share results yet.

I am transcribing these interviews 
now. I will be sending them back 
to the interviewees and then the 
interviewees and I will be meeting 
for a focus group to go over what 
they all had in common, what 
different pieces each of them 
provided and what is next step: 
should there be more interviews or 
can we take this project to the next 
level? 

The next level will be to bring 
the results to the Ktunaxa 
Nation Council, Social Sector 
Council, and to the Directors with 
recommendations on how to inform 
researchers practice in culturally 
congruent ways that benefit us in 
our self-development and are of 
service to us, rather than taking 
away information or worse causing 
harm as a result of dysconscious 
racism and the problem of different 
systems, values and beliefs.

After we present to the governing 

and administrative bodies, we will 
be calling Ktunaxa, to gather, in 
late March, to present to you, the 
community and nation members, the 
results of this study. We will present 
the information and will also seek 
your thinking on this project and its 
outcomes. Afterall, our knowledge 
as ktunaxa people depends on us: 
Ktunaxa Aksmaknik.

Ps. I know there are some words 
in this that some of you may not 
be familiar with. I am reminded of 
conversations I had with elders who 
have since passed on, who used to 
ask me what I was learning in school. 
They would not shy away from 
these big words but looked them up 
and they would give me big words 
in Ktunaxa. Not only did they build 
on my understanding, but I built on 
theirs too. Some of them did not 
go as far in school but that never 
stopped them from learning. I don’t 
want the words to be the distraction 
from the ideas, the Ktunaxa ideas. 
Feel free to contact me about these 
big words and we can trade ☺ and 
continue to restore our peoplehood, 
through cultural continuity that we 
do in our every day.
taxas    
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Classifieds
Return Mailing Address:

Ktunaxa Nation Council
7468 Mission Rd.
Cranbrook, B.C.
V1C 7E5

Advertising and Submission 
Enquiries
news@ktunaxa.org
250-417-4022 ext. 3113

We are always interested in your 
feedback. Please let us know 
what you would like to see more 
of (or less of) in future editions. 
Contact us if you have any 
questions.
 
We are very thankful for the 
submissions that we receive, and 
would like to invite you to submit 
your stories, news, and classified 
to us at any point.

Sincerely,

Jesse Nicholas
Communications Manager

Next submission deadline: 
March 1

Next issue available:
March 8

MiscellaneousMiscellaneousMiscellaneous

TOBACCO PLAINS
SAW MILL

ROUGH CUT 
LUMBER

 1x4; 1x6; 1x8;
 2x4; 2x6; 2x8; 
4x4; 6x6; 8x8;

or will cut to any 
dimension. 

 Will cut Timbers 
and Beams up to 
20’  long to your 
specifications.  

Call 
1-250-887-3461

Do you have Something to 
Say? 

Email lands@ktunaxa.org to be put on the IMBA Update email list 
to receive regular updates and information and provide your thoughts 

directly to the negotiating team and Qukin Nukiyʔis

Lexine was predeceased by her dear father, Alex. Left to cel-
ebrate her life are daughters Leah & Rebecca, her son Dennis 
and her four adoring grandsons Jared, Alexander, William and 
Thomas. Her loving mother Florence, siblings Nick, Tom, Frank, 
Dave, Rosemary and Gwen. Great Aunty Liz and ex-husband 
Ron Cayenne. Along with the many nieces, nephews, cousins, 
other extended family members and many dear friends.

Lexine was a true talent at everything she did. She was an ac-
complished artist and loved to draw, paint, knit, photograph and 
sew. Her “cowboy shirts” were always in high demand. Lexine 
was a true horse lover……well actually pretty much a lover of 
all animals…..even her special “ladies” (the chickens).

Lexine was probably as stubborn as they come, she was a 
very proud independent and strong woman (and usually let 
you know!) But she also had a strong heart and desire to help 
anyone or anything she could. When Lexine put her mind to 
something, it was done and always her way. Cause that was 
the “right” way!

Adult Education 
In Community

Do you want to upgrade your 
academic courses? Need 
your grade 12? College of the 
Rockies and KNC have part-
nered to offer community-
based delivery of Adult Edu-
cation (ABE) courses in your 
community. Contact your 
Band Education coordinator 
or Jo Ann Smith at College of 
the Rockies (250-489-2751 
ext 3323) to discuss your op-
tions and get started. 

Lexine Gay Phillips (Cayenne)
Born: June 13, 1955 – Fernie, BC

Left us: Nov. 29, 2013 – Cranbrook, BC
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