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Ktunaxa Lands & Resources  
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Lands and Resources Staff: 

 Ray Warden, Director  

 Lands & Resources Steward-

ship Assistants: Chad Luke 

(Lower Kootenay), Nevada 

Nicholas (Akisqnuk),  Bonnie 

Harvey (Aqam) Dan Grav-

elle  (Tobacco Plains) ,                     

 Kerri Garner, Manager 

Lands Stewardship 

 Denise Walker, Administra-

tive Assistant  

 Nicole Kapell, Environment 

& Archaeological Steward-

ship Manager  

 Denine Milner, Strategic 

Initiatives Coordinator  

 Craig Paskin, Manager Poli-

cy and Planning 

 Jose Galdamez, GIS Techni-

cian  

 Alison Burton, Coal Regula-

tory Coordinator 

 Pauline Eugene, Archaeolo-

gy Guardian 

 Danielle Gravelle, Lands 

Guardian  

Lands and Resources 

Sector Council: 

Issue 3 

Kiʔsuk kyukyit              

Hu qakⱡik Pauline Eugene. I am the new Archaeology Guardian for the Lands and Resources sector! I 

have worked for the Ktunaxa Nation in many different capacities up until now. I worked for the Tradi-

tional Knowledge and Language Sector for about six years. Within that time, I gained knowledge from 

the Elders and job related projects. I have developed a connection with the land and understand that 

everything works together, and not in a hierarchal structure as mainstream society likes us to believe. I 

have a greater appreciation for the world we live in, and protecting that which the Nation deems valu-

able.                                          

I have a son, who is one and a half, and is my entire world. His name is Leelynd, and is usually with me 

at larger social gatherings, as I want him to know his community. He has changed my life for the better, 

and really made me think of where I wanted my career to go. I want to show him by example that you 

can make a living helping preserve the culture and historical information of the Nation.  One day if he 

ever asks what I’ve done to help make the world a better place, I can be confident I’ll have answers 

for him. I am excited to continue on this journey and see where it takes me!         

I have already begun to do field work, which is awesome! I am really enjoying being out on the land, 

and learning different things from different people. It’s a bit of an emotional rollercoaster some days. 

Having a spiritual connection with the land, and understanding what ʔa·knumuȼtiⱡiⱡ and ʔa·kukpukam 

means, makes it difficult to comprehend what industry intentionally does to the land. I stated in an inter-

view on top of a mountain last week, that maybe if they could feel how we feel being out there; may-

be they would do things differently. Unfortunately they don’t, and so we must continue to work with 

them to ensure Ktunaxa values are inputted and respected.            

I hope you all are enjoying your summer, and getting out there on the land with your families!       

Please feel free to email me at PEugene@ktunaxa.org or at the number located on page 8.  

 Chair - Sandra Luke   
Lower Kootenay             

 Jim Whitehead               
–a“am 

 Jason Gravelle           
Tobacco Plains  

 Lorne Shovar                   
–akis“nuk  

My name is Sancira Williams – Jimmy. I am a Ktunaxa Nation member from St. Mary’s Band. I applied 

for the Self Created Summer Employment and started as the Summer Student for the Lands and Re-

sources Sector in July. I have done some work with Tipi Mountain and CCRIFC to experience the differ-

ent types of involvement with the land. Being out and seeing what I have so far has been amazing, but 

I’ve also realized how much I dislike hot weather and no shade. I look forward to what the next couple 

of weeks as a summer student has to offer me.  

I have completed grade 11 and will be returning to school in fall to complete grade 12. Through the 

ACE-IT Program I will be taking the Carpentry course at the College of the Rockies for the first year 

Carpentry Apprenticeship. I am interested in Framing, Green Carpentry and Timber Framing.  

Lands and Resources Welcomes Sancira Williams-Jimmy: Lands      

Summer Student 

Lands and Resources Welcomes Pauline Eugene - Archaeology 

Guardian 

mailto:PEugene@ktunaxa.org
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Lands and Resources Welcomes Danielle Gravelle - Lands Guardian  

Hello, my name is Danielle Gravelle and I am the new Lands Stewardship 
Guardian for the Lands and Resources Sector.   I will be working on assessment 
of land use applications in Ktunaxa Territory and various other Lands and Re-
sources projects.  My work background previous to this job was primarily busi-

ness and retail management. 

I have spent the majority of my life on Vancouver Island; I relocated to Gras-
mere approximately a year ago to work for the Tobacco Plains Indian Band 
Development Corporation after finishing my Bachelor of Arts degree in First Na-
tions Studies at Vancouver Island University.   As of August I will be living in 
Cranbrook, which in all honesty is going to feel like a big city in comparison to 

Grasmere!   

I am excited to begin working with my knowledgeable coworkers here at 

Ktunaxa Nation Council and with my Ktunaxa people on our traditional land. 

You can reach me anytime at: drgravelle@ktunaxa.org or at the number locat-

ed on page 8.  
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Starting the Kootenay 

West Gypsum Mine Site 

Tour 

Field Crew at Proposed Coal 

Mountain Operations II  

Ktunaxa Nation members came 

across a Doe during the CMO II 

Field work  

July has been a busy 

month!  Yet amongst all of 

the meetings, and the 

AGA, we somehow man-

aged to get out in the 

field a little bit!  There 

was a field visit to the 

proposed Kootenay West 

Gypsum Mine project ar-

ea, and community mem-

bers joined Shuswap com-

munity members in touring 

the site.  It was an oppor-

tunity to discuss project 

concerns, and key interests 

moving forward.  As well, 

people visited the propo-

nents’ existing operation 

near Windermere, which 

provided a reference as 

to what the project would 

potentially look like if ap-

proved. 

Also, vegetation and eco-

logical field work was 

conducted for the pro-

posed Coal Mountain 2 

project, and community 

members spent 2 days 

visiting a range of ecosys-

tems within the proposed 

project footprint.  The in-

formation gathered will 

be presented in the fall, 

so that people can see 

what the landscape looks 

like right now.  The field 

crew visited sites from 

high elevation exposed 

ridges and meadows right 

down to a mid-elevation 

wetland and forest.  Plant, 

wildlife, habitat, and eco-

system information was 

captured in plot work, 

photos, videos and inter-

views, and we have lots 

of information to share at 

upcoming meetings.  Our 

plan is to visit the pro-

posed project area in the 

fall as well, so please let 

me know if you are inter-

ested in joining the field 

crew. 

If you have any ques-

tions, comments, or con-

cerns about any projects, 

please do not hesitate to 

contact me, I’d love to 

hear from you! 

Ali Burton, Coal Regula-
tory Coordinator 
ABurton@Ktunaxa.org 
250-489-2464 ext 3190 

Site Visits with Alison Burton - Coal Regulatory Coordinator  

mailto:ABurton@Ktunaxa.org
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Ktunaxa-Teck IMBA Update from Denine Milner 

The IMBA “Decision Bind-
er” will be in each com-
munity by early Septem-
ber. If you’d like to have 
a look at the binder, visit 
the reception desk in 
your community in early 
September. For citizens 
in Vancouver, Vi Bird-
stone will be the host of 
the Decision Binder. If 
you want to learn more 
about the IMBA, Contact 
Denine Milner at: 
dmilner@ktunaxa.rog or 
at the number located on 
page 8, extension pro-
vided.  

Three years of negotiations 
on the draft IMBA have 
come to a close! In June, the 
IMBA Steering Committee 
and the Lands and Re-
sources Council met for two 
days to review the final 
draft IMBA and all the 
background information.  
 
Participants at this meeting:  
  Reviewed the legal 

opinions on the IMBA. 
 Reviewed and discussed 

all the components of 
the IMBA 

At the end of the meeting, 
the Lands and Resources 

Council (KNC) decided 
that the IMBA is ready to 
go forward to Ktunaxa 
Nation Exucuative Council 
(KNEC) for decision in the 
fall. Denine is visiting each 
Chief and Council this sum-
mer and in early Septem-
ber to deliver the 
“Decision Binder” for lead-
ership review. Leadership 
also requested that a 
copy of the “Decision 
Binder” be available in 
each community for citi-
zens to review as well.  
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Ktunaxa members and staff and 

Canfor staff at the Flathead Site 

Tour 

Ktunaxa members and staff and 

canfor staff at the Flathead Site 

Tour 

CCVF (Cultural and Conservation Value Forests) Site Visit in the 

Flathead 

A picture of the Decision Bind-

er package that you can find 

at you Community Band Office 

On July 21st, Tobacco 
Plains citizens and Lands 
staff and KNC staff 
went on a site visit to 3 
different Canfor sites in 
the Flathead to as-
sess how Canfor is doing 
in relation to their com-
mitments to managing for 
Ktunaxa values such as 
huckleberries and white 
bark pine in their forest-
ry operations.  It was 
also an opportunity to 
gain greater understand-
ing about how Canfor 

intends to attempt to re-
build marten habitat after 
logging.  Overall it was 
an opportunity to Ktunaxa 
citizens and staff 
to gain greater insight to 
Canfor practices and to 
see how these values are 
being incorporated into 
their planning and opera-
tions.    
  
Site visits are planned in 
each community in the 
near future. Contact your 

local LRSA if you are in-

terested.  

 
All LRSA phone numbers 
can be found on page 8 
or you can visit either 
Chad Luke 
(cmluke@ktunaxa.org), 
Bonnie Harvey 
(bharvey@ktunaxa.org), 
Dan Gravelle 
(dgravelle@ktunaxa.org) 
or Nevada Nicholas 
(nnicholas@ktunaxa.org) 

at your local band offices.  

Question: A type of rock found South of Whiteswan, it was used by Ktunaxa 

1500 years ago to make arrow heads. It can range in colour from white to dark 

purple.                  

To submit your answer: Go to, if you haven’t already, and like our Ktunaxa Lands 

and Resources Facebook Page and private message us your answer and a ran-

dom winner will be awarded a $25.00 gift card. Deadline to submit your answer 

is August 14, 2015. We will announce the winner on our Facebook page. 

Lands and Resources - Ktunaxa Jeopardy YOU COULD WIN!! 
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September 12: 5th Annual Columbia Salmon Festival @ Kinsmen Beach  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 

Qat’muk 

Camp  

15  

Qat’muk 

Camp  

16 17 18 19 Teck 

Culture 

Camp 

20 Teck 

Culture 

Camp 

21 Teck 

Culture 

Camp 

22 Teck 

Culture 

Camp 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

K‚i‰miti‰“‰ikwa–it 
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Did you know that the Ktunaxa Lands and Resources Sector and CCRIFC are actively in-

volved with restoring Salmon in the Columbia River? Use and Occupancy studies were done 

about 2 years ago with more work to continue. We also participated in Drafting a 

‘Governance Option’ paper and participated in the development into ecosystem modelling.  

Did You Know? 
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Lands and Resources KNGB:  

1-250-489-2464 

Ray Warden - Ext. 3121 

Denise Walker - Ext. 3120 

Nicole Kapell - Ext. 3123 

Denine Milner - Ext. 3125 

Craig Paskin - Ext. 3124 

Jose Galdamez - Ext. 3122 

Kerri Garner - Ext. 3115 

Alison Burton - Ext. 3190 

Pauline Eugene - Ext. 4027 

Danielle Gravelle - Ext. 4026 

 

Community Lands and Resources 

Stewardship Assistants (LRSAs):  

Bonnie Harvey (–a“am)   
1-250-426-5717 Ext. 3522 

Chad Luke (Lower Kootenay)  
1-250-428-7960  

Dan  Gravelle (Tobacco Plains)  
1-250-887-3461 Ext. 3412 

Nevada Nicholas (–akis“nuk) 
1-250-342-6301 Ext. 3815 

Ktunaxa Lands & Resources  

 Contact us at: 

For the latest news and 

events please visit us at: 

www.ktunaxa.org 

Like us on Facebook:  

Ktunaxa Nation Lands and 

Resources 

The Mandate of the Ktunaxa Lands 

and Resources Agency is to ensure 

that the lands and resources within 

the Ktunaxa Territory are effectively 

managed and protected for the bene-

fits of the citizens, communities and 

government of the Ktunaxa Nation.  

 - Lands Sector Mandate  
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Chad Luke is encouraging everyone to please add Lower Kootenay (Stewardship 

Assistant) as a friend on Facebook to keep updated on what’s happening in the 

Creston area.  


