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Ktunaxa Lands & Resources  

Newsletter and Updates  

Ku“ukupku  ( June )  2015  
–a t  nuk u –n i  –a“uk u  

When  s t rawber r i es  and  ras pbe r r ies  r ipen  

Lands and Resources Staff: 

 Ray Warden, Director  

 Lands & Resources Stew-

ardship Assistants: Chad 

Luke (Lower Kootenay), 

Nevada Nicholas 

(Akisqnuk),  Bonnie Har-

vey (Aqam) Dan Grav-

elle  (Tobacco Plains) ,                     

 Kerri Garner, Manager 

Lands Stewardship 

 Denise Walker, Adminis-

trative Assistant  

 Nicole Kapell, Environ-

ment & Archaeological 

Stewardship Manager  

 Denine Milner, Strategic 

Initiatives Coordinator  

 Craig Paskin, Manager 

Policy and Planning 

 Jose Galdamez, GIS 

Technician  

 Alison Burton, Coal 

Regulatory Coordinator 

Lands and Resources 

Sector Council: 

Issue 1 

     Message from the Lands and Resource Council Chair         
Kisuk Kyukiyit,                                             

My name is Sandra Luke, councilor for the Lower Kootenay Indian Band and 

the chair for the Lands and Resources Sector Council. I held the Lands and 

Resources portfolio when I first started on council back in 2010 for 2yrs. My 

experience sitting at the Lands and Resource Council as the chair has been 

great and I love hearing what has happened since the time I was off know-

ing that a lot has been done. It’s good to know that there is more talk 

around the table and knowing that everyone’s voice is being heard. My ex-

perience sitting at the Ktunaxa Nation Executive Council (KNEC) has been a 

real eye opener. You are not only learning and hearing what each sector is 

doing but making decisions that need to be made on behalf of the Nation. 

So at this point it has been a great experience and making decisions is not 

new to me. Keeping in mind why I am there helps me make the right deci-

sions.             

Taxas, Sandra Luke Chair Person, Lands and Resource Council 

 Chair - Sandra Luke 
Lower Kootenay   

 Jim Whitehead             
–a“am 

 Jason Gravelle        
Tobacco Plains  

 Lorne Shovar               
–akis“nuk  

On May 6th, Nicole Kapell, Nevada Nicholas and Herman Alpine gave a 

presentation at James Chabot Park during the Wings Over the Rockies Fes-

tival. They led an interactive discussion expressing Ktunaxa views of stew-

ardship and highlighting the importance of salmon. The discussion began 

by explaining the history of the area through archaeological interpretation 

and traditional storytelling, moving into current issues regarding salmon 

restoration efforts and finishing with future possibilities for the health of the 

Upper Columbia River Watershed. The two events were well attended and 

we hope to be a part of the festival again next year!  

Lands and Resources Involvement with Wings Over the Rockies 

Festival  



 2 

 2 

       Interview and Map Training  

Hunters Meeting  

plored included:  

 Questions about moni-
toring Elk and how 
populations are de-

fined and managed; 

 Acknowledgment and 
discussion about how 
Elk migration has 
changed over time 

and potential causes; 

 Need for greater in-
volvement of Ktunaxa 
in wildlife stewardship 
with other Govern-

ments;  

 
We would like to thank 
all participants for at-
tending both meetings. A 
summary of the meeting(s) 
will be developed and 
sent to participants. The 
Province will take 
Ktunaxa concerns and 
incorporate them into the 
management plan which 
will be brought to the 
Lands and Resources 
Council for approval. In 
addition, further work will 

On March 24, two sepa-
rate Hunters meetings 
were held at the KNGB, 
with one focused on the 
Youth and one focused on 

Hunters. 

The Ktunaxa Lands and 
Resources Sector (KLRA) 
and Ktunaxa Kinbasket 
Child and Family Services 
Society (KKCFSS) part-
nered together to host a 
gathering for youth inter-
ested in hunting. 35 youth 
participated where 
knowledge was shared 
by Elders and hunters 
about the rights and re-
sponsibilities of being a 
hunter and about the tra-
ditional knowledge and 
stories to ensure respect-
ful hunting practices that 
include stewardship of 
the land and animals. The 
youth expressed appreci-
ation at the opportunity 
to learn from Elders and 
hunters and numerous 
ideas and issues were 
identified for further en-
gagement at future work-
shops. We would like to 

extend a thank you to the 
youth who attended as 
well as Chris Kanashiro, 
Alfred Joseph, Kyle Shot-
tanana and Ray Warden 
for sharing their 
knowledge and wise 

words. 

In the evening, a Hunters 
meeting was held with 
KLRA and Provincial staff. 
Approximately 30 
Ktunaxa citizens attend-
ed the session. The Prov-
ince shared information 
and engaged with hunt-
ers to gain input on the 
soon to be updated Elk 
Management Plan, and 
cougar and whitetail 
management planning. 
Citizens provided input 
and insight on questions 
and concerns they have 
on these wildlife man-
agement issues. The 
group then had an op-
portunity to have an in-
ternal session where 
overall concerns and in-
terests of citizens were 
shared. Some of the dis-
cussion and issues ex-
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take the GIS (Digital 
Mapping) Course, then 
I was given the oppor-
tunity to put my train-
ing to use. I went to 
Creston to be apart of 
interviewing 8 individu-
als about Kootenay 
Lake and the Tradition-
al and cultural use 
along with the Ktunaxa 
place names. The whole 
experience was amaz-

ing and so interesting.” 

 The Lands and Re-
sources Sector, with 
support from the Fire-
light Group held a 
Community-based 
interviewing and di-
rect-to-digital map 
training course at the 
Ktunaxa Nation Gov-
ernment Building on 
March 7th&8th. Here 
is what some of the 
Nation members had 
to say about it. 

 John Nicholas -  

 “this was a great ex-
perience, I’m not that 
great with computers 
so this training helped 
me learn a little bit 
more and I feel more 
confident that the next 
time I use one I will 

know what to do.”  

Robin Alexander -  

  “I had the chance to 

John Nicholas, Clayton Nich-

olas and Steven DeRoy 

Chris Kanashiro  

Interview and Mapping             

participants  
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Kootenay National Park Radium Hot Springs Site Visit  

rative Stewardship 
look like between the 
Ktunaxa Nation Coun-
cil and the National 

Parks? 

You can pass on this infor-
mation on to Bonnie Har-

vey at:  

1-250-426-5717 Ext. 

3522 or  

bharvey@ktunaxa.org 

  

On March 18, 2015, the 
Lands and Resource Sec-
tor held a Hot Springs 
soak and site visit for 
Ktunaxa members at the 
Radium Hot Springs. We 
had a great turn out of 
38 people, 18 were over 
the age of 18, 15 mem-
bers under the age of 18 
and 5 were staff. Upon 
arrival, attendees soaked 
from 10:30 am—12:00 
pm. Lunch was then pro-
vided to the participants. 
Afterwards each partici-
pant was given a pen and 
sticky not on which they 
were asked to share their 
thoughts on future site vis-
its in any of the four Na-
tional Parks within the BC 
area of the Ktunaxa Ter-
ritory and what type of 
activities they would want 
t undertake during that 
site visit. They were also 

asked to share their 
knowledge of traditional 
use activities that they 
were aware of that either 
their families or friends 

did in the National Park.  

If you were not able to 
attend this workshop, you 
can still provide comments 
regarding the National 
Parks in the Ktunaxa Ter-
ritory. We would like your 
ideas, suggestions, and 
comments to the following 

questions.  

 What kind of cultural 
events would you like 
to see happen in the 

National Parks?  

 What kind of Tradi-
tional use activities 
would you like to do 

in the National Parks?  

 What should collabo-
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Herman Alpine (Top) and Dan 

Joe (Below)— Both enjoying 

the Hot Springs  

be conducted to follow up on concerns and to continue to engage with citizens 
on wildlife stewardship issues. For further information, please contact Ray War-
den at RWarden@ktunaxa.org or Kerri Garner at KGarner@ktunaxa.org or 

call (250) 489-2464.  

Hunters meeting continued from page 2……. 

The 5th round of citizen 
meetings on the IMBA 
was held in February.  A 
big thank you to all citi-
zens who took the time 
to participate and con-
tribute to the IMBA ses-
sions over the last few 
years.  What we heard 
from you directly affect-
ed how the IMBA was 
negotiated and what is 
included in the IMBA.  If 
you would like a copy of 

the summary of citizen 
input, contact Denine at 
the number below.   
  
Now, staff and legal 
counsel are prepar-
ing background docu-
ments and the draft 
agreement for review at 
a joint Lands and Re-
source Council / Qukin Nu–

kiy–is meeting set 
for June 23 and June 
24.  When Lands and 

Resource Council deter-
mine it is ready for a 
decision, the IMBA and 
related documents will 
be available for citizen's 
to review.  Then all 
leadership will come to-
gether to decide on the 
IMBA. 
 If you have any ques-
tions or would like a 
copy of "What we 
Heard",   
       

contact Denine: 
dmilner@ktunaxa.org 
or 250.417.4022 ext 
3125. 

Impact Management and Benefit Agreement Update  

mailto:dmilner@ktunaxa.org
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Did You Know? 

 

 Did you know that Kyle Shottanana, Robert Williams and John Nicholas all conducted ar-
chaeological work around the territory on behalf of the Ktunaxa Nation Council in April 
and May. Their role was not only to conduct fieldwork but also to ensure that Ktunaxa Val-

ues are being considered during archaeological assessment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Did you know that the Lands and Canadian Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fisheries Commis-
sion (CCRIFC) staff participate in the following Watershed Governance and Stewardship 
Groups? If you want more information or want to be involoved, contact us!                                                                                                                                                   
- Kootenay Lake Partnership—Chad Luke, Nicole Kapell, Kenton Andreashuk                                                              
- Friends of Kootenay Lake—Chad Luke, Katrina Caley                                                                                                               
- St. Mary’s River—Bonnie Harvey                                                                                                          
- Elk River Water Quality Management Plan—Bill Green                                                                                                             
- Elk River Alliance—Jon Bisset                                                                                      
- Lake Windermere Ambassadors—Nevada Nicholas                                                                                                
- Columbia River Treaty—Bill Green, Nicole Kapell                                                                                                  
- East Kootenay Integrated Lake Management Partnership—Will Wornock, Nicole kapell                                                                                                                                         

- Koocanusa Monitoring—Katrina Caley, Bill Green 

Above - A point found by Kyle Shottanana while doing work in the Ktunaxa   

Territory 
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Lands and Resources Stewardship Assistant Updates 

Bonnies Favorite Bird 

The Long Billed Curlew is 
one of Bonnie Harveys fa-
vourite bird. The ʔaqam Lands 
and Resources Stewardship 
Assistant, Bonnie Harvey, is 
concerned for the habitat of 
the Curlews on ʔaqam Lands. 
Bonnie encourages everyone 
to stick to the roads when out 
enjoying the wonders of the 
land. Whether you are driving 
a vehicle or a quad it is im-

portant that we all protect the 
sensitive habitat of the Ktan 
nuqⱡuk. The nests are in very 
inconspicuous places so, lets 
protect this valuable resource 
and not venture off the roads or 
trails. 

If you would like additional infor-
mation about Bonnies favorite bird or 

on the concerns she has please do 
not hesitate to contact her at 1-250-

426-5717 Ext. 3522 

or bharvey@ktunaxa.org 

The Curlew is the North 
America's largest shore-
bird, the Long-billed Cur-
lew breeds in the grass-
lands of the Great Plains 
and Great Basin. 

The Ktunaxa Nation Lands 
and Resources Sector is 
creating a Stewardship 
Committee in all four com-
munities within our territory 
to involve more community 
input into the land referrals 
process (off-reserve). We 
are looking to have 

knowledge holders be a 
part of the committee who 
are on the land often or 
have knowledge of the 
land: hunters, fishers, and 
members who know of are-
as that have cultural val-
ues. We would like to have 

a variety of elders, youth, 
and adults sit on this com-
mittee. Our goal is to 
strengthen our steward-
ship skills and knowledge 
of our land and establish 
self-governing jurisdiction 
over our lands. Your input 
is valuable to Ktunaxa 

Lands, please help us 
preserve, protect and ex-
ercise our Ktunaxa rights 
and title.  

 

We are looking for:  

 Interested Band Members 

 Commitment to a one year 
term 

 Commitment to 3 hrs once 
per month 

 Be an advisory capacity 

 To report to Ktunaxa Na-
tion Lands and Resources 
Sector & –akis“nuk Chief 
and Council  

For more information or if 
you are interested, please 
contact Nevada Nicholas at  
250-342-6301 ext 3815 or 
nnicholas@ktunaxa.org 
 

Nevada Nicholas is seeking up to 8 interested –akis“nuk Band Members to fill 
the vacant positions on the –akis“nuk Stewardship Committee.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 Teck 

Mine Tour 

and Site Visit 

 

1 Teck Mine 

Tour and 

Site Visit 

2 Teck Mine 

Tour and 

Site Visit 

3 4 5 Kootenai 

Falls @ 

Troy, MT  

6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 KNC 

Charity Golf 

Tournament 

19 20  

Aboriginal 

Day! 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Ku“ukupku 2015 

May 28th, 2015 - Youth Hunters Workshop Part 2 3:30 pm - 8:00 pm @ Aqam Riverside  
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You will need:                                                                                                                           

3 cups of all purpose flour                      

2 tablespoons baking powder                                 

1 tablespoon sugar                               

Liquid - 1 cup of water or milk (until desired consistency)  

Directions:                                                                                                                               

Let dough rest for at least 10 minutes. Pour cooking oil into frying pan (approximately 2 

inches deep). Test oil temperature for readiness by placing a small piece of raw dough 

into the oil. When the dough floats it’s ready. Form your dough and place in the pan and 

brown evenly. This will make approximately 12 pieces. For extra deliciousness, spread 

butter, jam, peanut butter or anything your heart desires. Enjoy!  

Bonnie Harvey’s 321 Fry Bread Recipe  
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Lands and Resources KNGB:  
1-250-489-2464 

Ray Warden - Ext. 3121 
Denise Walker - Ext. 3120 

Nicole Kapell - Ext. 3123 
Denine Milner - Ext. 3125 
Craig Paskin - Ext. 3124 

Jose Galdamez - Ext. 3122 
Kerri Garner - Ext. 3115 
Alison Burton - Ext.. 3190 

 
Community Lands and Resources 

Stewardship Assistants (LRSAs):  
Bonnie Harvey (–a“am)   
1-250-426-5717 Ext. 3522 

Chad Luke (Lower Kootenay)  
1-250-428-7960  

Dan  Gravelle (Tobacco Plains)  
1-250-887-3461 Ext. 3412 
Nevada Nicholas (–akis“nuk) 

1-250-342-6301 Ext. 3815 

Ktunaxa Lands & Resources  

 Contact us at: 

For the latest news and 

events please visit us at: 

www.ktunaxa.org 

Like us on Facebook:  

Ktunaxa Nation Lands and 

Resources 

Strong, healthy citizens and com-

munities speaking our languages 

and celebrating who we are and 

our history in our ancestral home-

lands, working together, managing 

our lands and resources as a self-

sufficient self-governing Nation.  

   - Ktunaxa Nation Vision Statement 
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Chad Luke is encouraging everyone to please add Lower Kootenay (Stewardship Assis-

tant) as a friend on Facebook and keep updated on what’s happening in the Creston area.  


